
 
 
 

 

Becoming an Inviting People 
 

In an article entitled, Become an Inviting Church, 

author Linda Grenz writes, òôThe Episcopal Church 

Welcomes Youõ isnõt an adequate motto in todayõs 

world. I propose a different motto to guide us in 

these days: ôThe Episcopal Church is an Inviting 

Church.õ It is not enough to ôbe thereõ for people 

or even to welcome them. We need to invite 

them to church and into a relationship with 

Christ.ó She goes on to say that in the past decade 

the number of people who have n o religious 

affiliation has increased from 7 percent to over 20 

percent. More than 80 percent claim that they 

would come to church if someone invited them. 

Our ministry of hospitality should be more than 

just welcoming those who come through our 

doors on a Sunday morning. It should be about 

inviting those we know ñour friends, neighbors, 

co-workers, and family membersñto come and 

worship with us and to enter into a life -giving 

relationship with Christ. The ministry of hospitality 

is a ministry of invitation.  

 

If the statistic is true that more than 80 percent of 

those with no religious affiliation would come to 

church if they were invited, then why arenõt we 

inviting more people to come?! I know that we, 

Episcopalians, like to joke that evangelism makes 

us squirm. Oneõs faith is a private matter, we often 

are heard saying. However, we seem to have no 

problem inviting neighbors over to a dinner party 

we are hosting. We have no problem inviting a 

co-worker to join us at a concert or a museum that 

we love. We have no problem telling the parents 

of our sonõs best friend about his great baseball 

team and encouraging them to look into it for 

their child. Why is it so hard to tell others about 

our church and invite them to come with us? Is it 

not more life -giving than all these other 

experiences?  

 

Linda Grenz ends her article by saying, òin the 

midst of our anxieties about budgets and buildings, 

our decisions and debates about issues, we often 

forget that we are really about being the people of 

God. This means being an inviting people and an 

inviting place where people can encounter and be 

transformed by the risen Christ.ó In our world 

where more and more people have lost a sense of 

community, we can not afford to sit back and say 

we are going to wait for people to com e to us. If 

we believe that being a part of this community can 

transform our lives and the lives of others who 

walk through our church doors, then we must 

become an inviting people.   

 

In these great fifty days of Easter, I challenge you 

to be bold! Go and  tell someone you know how 

important St. Peterõs is to you or to your family 

and then invite them to come with you on a 

Sunday. Trust me. In doing so, you and your 

friend will encounter the risen Christ and thus be 

transformed. 

 

In the risen Christ, 

ñ Emily

Easter Sunday to the Fourth Sunday of Easter  April 2010 
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From the Peopleõs Warden 
 

April is my last month to serve on vestry as my three-year term will conclude in 

May. I canõt help but reflect on all that has happened in these trying, and yet 

exciting and fulfilling three years. I have learned so much, not only about the 

church, but about the people Iõve had the pleasure to get to know.   

 

In all that I learned, however, I think the most important lesson was the reality 

that St. Peterõs is MY church. It is not the rectorõs church, nor the vestryõs church, 

and the responsibility canõt just lie on them. It is the peopleõs church. I feel that 

we are truly a family with each member being important, and each member 

needing to be part of the family.  

 

I have seen us cry together when Ruth announced her parting, and I have seen 

the celebration when Emily was called to St. Peterõs. I have been in the midst of 

discontent, and the difficult work of discernment. During all of that, we truly 

cared for each other and our feelings. We were able to talk to each other, listen, 

and respect each othersõ opinions.  

 

There are many changes happening at this time. Our church continues to need 

everyoneõs help. We all must play a part in the life of our church family. Many 

of our members already are giving countless hours, for which we are thankful. 

Whether it is a small role or large, it can make a difference.  

 

We have all been given gifts, but it is in sharing those gifts with others that we 

receive. Some people sit on committees, some reach out to others, some teach, 

some participate in worship, and some give for special causes. Whatever form 

your gift takes, St. Peterõs can use your help. Please consider where your interest 

is, and share your gift. 

 

These three years have been an amazing journey for me. I thank you for giving 

me the opportunity to serve my St. Peterõs family. 

ñ Audrey Kipphut 

 

 
 

Join us for Taizé Worship  

at St. Peterôs on April 15  

and the third Thursday of each 
month  

from 7 to 8 p.m.  

 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury (r.) visits Taizé,  
France, August 2009.

St. Peterõs Episcopal 

Church  

654 N. Easton Road 

Glenside, PA 19038 

215-887-1765 

FAX: 215-887-1046 

Email: 

StPeter654@aol.com 

Web: 

www.StPetersGlenside.org 

 

Staff  

The Rev. Emily B. 

Richards, R ector;  

Charles Glandorf,  

Minister of Music;  

Michael Sayer,  

Parish Administrator; 

Dianne Barnes, Coordinator 

of Education Ministries; 

Paul Anderson, Caretaker 

 

Vestry  

George Luskus,  

Rectorõs Warden;  

Audrey Kipphut,  

Peopleõs Warden;  

John Brennan,  

Accounting Warden;  

Carmen Gelinas,  

Vestry Secretary;  

  

Marsha Blake, 

Maralyn Bryan,  

Kathy Domenic,  

Molly Langford,  

Tim McDermott,  

Melissa Olson,  

Shirley Smith, 

Frank Walter;   

Matthew OõKeefe,  

Youth Representative  

 

NET Editors  

Dianne Barnes  

Carol Boyle 

Michael Sayer 

 

Please send articles, 

photos, suggestions by the 

21st of each month for the 

following monthõs NET. 

 

Vestry News 
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Report from the Nominating Committee  
 

St. Peterõs Annual Meeting will take place on May 

2nd, the first Sunday in May. Please make it a 

point to come on that special day. There will be 

only one Sunday service that day ð at 9:30 a.m. 

The meeting will follow after the service and a 

brief time for refreshments. One of the first orders 

of business will be the elections.  

Candidates for Vestry (elect four) are: Carole 

DeKalb, Peter Gottemoller, Jenna Linke, Amy  

Michener -Wall, Mike Ryan, and Pat Sampson. 

Biographical sketches will be available in the Parish 

Hall in April . 
 

The committee is finalizing candidates for 

Convention Delegates, Convention Alternates, and 

Deanery Representatives and will announce them 

in April.  

  

During the Annual Meeting you will hear lots of 

news about the year just completed and exciting 

plans for the upcoming year. The Annual Meeting 

is a great time to find out how St. Peterõs and its 

members are living into our baptismal vows to 

serve God and all people. We are òrooted in Love, 

growing through Godõs grace, and reaching out to 

all.ó  
  
Come to the Annual Meeting so you can be a part 

of the Vestry Elections that are so important to the 

life of  St. Peterõs Church!  

Faithfully Yours, 

ñ Tim McDermott 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

First Annual Meeting with Emily  
 

May 2nd marks St. Peterõs first Annual Meeting 

with Emily in our midst. Please plan to attend that 

day to review the past year, hear about the vision 

for St. Peterõs going forward, vote for vestry and 

other offices, and participate in the life of our 

community.  

 

We will have only one service on that weekend. It 

will be at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 2. After the 

service we will take a short time to get 

refreshments and then begin the meeting. Child 

care will be provided. Note that there will be no 5 

p.m. service on Saturday, May 1. 

 

The Annual Report will be distributed a week or 

so before the Annual Meeting. All committee 

chairpersons are asked to submit their reports by 

April 10 so they can be included in the Annual 

Report. 

 

The Annual Meeting  

is a great way to tune into  

life at St. Peterõs.  

Join us on May 2 nd 

after the 9:30 a.m. service .  

Come to the Annual Meeting on May 2nd 

Thanks to the members of the 

Nominating Committee: Carmen 

Gelinas, Bob Hartung, Audrey Kipphut, 
Tim McDermott, and Bill Roth. 



 April 2010 NET ï page 4 

 
 

St. Peterõs 101: A Class for Newcomers 
I am offering this class on Sunday, April 25th.   

If you are a newcomer to our parish, I invite you 

to join me and members of the Vestry for a 

conversation in the Library after the 10 a.m. 

service. Together we will discuss different aspects 

of our community such as: worship, service, 

fellowship, education and stewardship. You will 

also learn how you can become a member of the 

parish. Bring your questions, your curiosity, and 

your desire to learn something about your new 

church! 

ñ Emily+ 

 

 

Rite of Welcome  

It has been a 

tradition at St. 

Peterõs for many 

years now to offer  

an opportunity for 

those new in our 

parish to state 

publicly their 

desire to join our 

community. This is 

a brief, but meaningful part of the service which 

takes place immediately prior to the exchange of 

the Peace. The ceremony is designed to 

acknowledge that this is the community a 

newcomer has chosen at this time in their journey 

of faith. Likewise, it gives the congregation an 

opportunity to acknowledge in prayer our desire 

and delight to have the newcomers among us.  

 

Our worship at St. Peterõs is our primary way we 

gather together in community as Godõs people. 

Therefore, it is only fitting to welcome those who 

have chosen to be a part of our community during 

times of public worship. Our Rite of Welcome is 

not something newcomers must do; simply 

something we offer and invite them to participate 

in. If you are new to our community over the past 

year or so, are interested in participating in the 

next rite on Pentecost Sunday, May 23
rd

 and 

would like to know more about it, please feel free 

to contact me at the church office or through my 

e-mail (rectoremily@aol.com).  

ñ Emily+ 

 
 

 

Pentecost Sunday: 
A Day for Baptisms 
and New Member 
Welcome 

 

The next opportunity for 

baptisms will be on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 23rd. If you or 

someone in your family is 

interested in being baptized, 

please contact Emily as soon as possible to make 

arrangements.  

 

Also on Pentecost Sunday, we will officially welcome 

those who wish to join St. Peterõs Church. Please 

contact Emily about attending the Newcomersõ Class, 

which will be on April 25 th. 

 

 
 

Service Reminders 

about Upcoming Changes 

 

April 16 th  to 18 th  is Womenõs Retreat Weekend. 

ð  Evening Prayer at 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 17th. 

ð  Holy Eucharist as usual at 8 and 10 a.m. on Sunday, 

April 18th. 

 

April 4 th  is Easter. 

ð  No service at 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 3rd. 

ð  Holy Eucharist as usual at 8 and 10 a.m. on Easter 

Sunday. 

 

May 2 nd  is our Annual Meeting. 

ð  No service at 5 p.m. on Saturday, May 1st. 

ð  Only one service at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 

2nd. 

Spiritual Formation ð Worship 
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Add Your Creativity to the Making of 
the St. Peterõs Quilt 
 

At our Everyone Ed in March, we began a parish-

wide quilting project. Each individual was given a 

square on which either to write or to draw his or 

her hopes and dreams for our future together. A 

group of parishioners, led by Roxanne Walter, will 

be taking all of our squares and creating a 

beautiful quilt out of them over the summer.  

 

If you were not 

present at the 

March Everyone 

Ed, donõt worry! 

You will not be 

left out of this 

project. There is a 

basket with 

squares and fabric 

pens located in the 

Christian Education office. Please take a square 

home for yourself. Take some and give them to 

members of your family or to friends in the parish. 

If you can not get to church on a regular basis and 

want to participate,  please call the church office 

and weõll put a square in the mail to you! You will 

have until June 1
st
 to return your decorated square 

to the basket. If you need help finding the squares, 

please ask Dianne Barnes or Roxanne Walter.  

Remember, you can either write your hopes and 

dreams on the square or you can draw them on 

the square. 

 

We will hang this quilt somewhere in the church 

and it will be used as an altar linen during special 

services. I want this quilt to be a tangible reminder 

that weõre all in this together! In Godõs love we are 

knitted to one another and so become the 

beautiful fabric of St. Peterõs Church. Praying 

together, working together, and serving together, 

our hopes and dreams are realized. 

ñ Emily+ 

 

 
 

 

 

The Creative òKnit Wits ó Pray wi th 

Each Stitch 

 

When Linda and Frank Toia visited Guatemala 

this winter, our Knit Wits group sent hand -made 

prayer shawls with them to give to our friends 

there. The photos show some of the recipients 

with their shawls (clockwise from upper left):  

- the Knit Wits group;  

- Padre Obdulio blessing Lorenza Garcia, who 

recently received surgery;  

- Pastor Marben Juarez, with his wife, receiving 

prayer shawls;  

- Bishop Rodney Michel (Diocese of PA), who 

visited Guatemala with the Toias, with Marcia 

Garcia and Marciaõs daughter Cristina; Marcia, 

an artist who paints with her feet, had infantile 

Arthritis. 

- Venancio Acevedo, a 79-year-old street person. 

Spiritual Formation ð Worship 
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Greetings from the Education 
Discernment Team (EDT)!   
We have been busy over the past few weeks 

discussing the information gathered at our Big 

Circle Meeting on February 20
th
. With the help of 

Andrew Kellner, our Diocesan Youth Minister, we 

have begun developing the parish's mission and 

values statements for our education program. 

After much discussion, some major themes have 

emerged: 

 

1. Better and more accessible space 

2. Improve communication about the education 

program to the parish community and  among 

program participants  

3. Address time constraints and schedule for 

programs to increase attendance/involvement 

of parish members. 

4. Outreach is central to our parish mission and 

therefore must be integral to our program. 

5. More Everyone Ed that involves all age groups 

in learning (not just group activities). 

6. More learning through activities in all 

programs 

7. Our programs should reflect topics and 

content that are relevant to people lives 

8. Nursery care requires major improvement 

9. Godly play is very important and should 

continue 

10. Older elementary (kids too old for Godly Play) 

need to be more engaged during Service 

11. Better support for youth education teachers 

 

Over the next several weeks, we will be 

developing the program goals and a detailed job 

description for our  new Minister.  Itõs not too late 

to give us your input. We need everyoneõs help. 

Please send your comments or thoughts to Audrey 

Kippuht or one of the other EDT members. 

ñ Darrin Reazor, EDT member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts about Serving on the  

Education Discernment Team 

I was surprised to be asked to participate on the 

Education Discernment Team. I find that serving 

on the committee is a lot of fun because you get 

to voice your opinion about what you think 

would benefit the church the most and you get to 

hear all of the new things that are happening 

around church. While it  is serious business keeping 

everyoneõs needs in mind, it is also very rewarding 

because you get to see what you have done be put 

into the new church. It has made me feel proud to 

see that Iõve made church a whole different 

experience for many people. I would recommend 

it to other children because you can apply your 

full potential on this committee.    

ñ Jarrod Gibson, EDT member  

 
 

    

  
 

 Mn(łJ_n_l¡mł Rummage Set-up: April 25 ¥ Bring your stuff!  

 Rummage Sale Parish Only Sale: April 29 ¥ Bring friends!  

 April 30-May 1 Public Sale: April 30 ¥ 6 to 9 p.m. and  

  May 1 ¥ 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Spiritual Formation ð Education 

The EDT members are: Hannah Collins, Lisa 

Donahue, Jarrod Gibson, Audrey Kipphut, Laurel 

Mosteller, Darrin Reazor, and Rob Stackhouse. 
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J2A Feeds the Homeless  
 

On Sunday morning, March 

7 th , armed with only a ladle, 

stockpot, and a few other 

secret ingredients, the J2A 

class started toward their 

objective. Their Mission: TO 

FEED THE HOMELESS! 

 

After reconvenin g at 5 p.m., they assembled 

the tools deemed necessary to complete their 

task. Transported to their destination (center 

city Philadelphia), they searched with eagle -

eyes to find recipients for their hunger -

fighting goods. Finding 

none above ground, they 

went underground 

(Suburban Station). Once 

there, they were able to 

deliver the necessary 

hunger-fighting weapons 

(beef stew, hot chocolate, 

bread, pretzels, and a juice can) to each 

deserving recipient before they encountered 

the opposing forces (a SEPTA Tra nsit cop).  

 

Commendations should go out to Agents: Jessie 

Levin, Isaac McDermott, and Abby OõKeefe. 

Thanks for Supervisors, Kelli Gottemoller and 

Dave Mosteller. Thanks to Kate Boyce for 

donating the Panera bread. Also, thanks to 

Eileen McDermott for helpi ng to wrap up the 

bread.  

 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!  

ñ Rick DeKalb (Agent on Loan)  
 

We Goofed! 

In last monthõs NET article about the Pancake 

Supper & Variety Show, we failed to mention one 

of the dance acts. òShopaholicsó presented by 

Cassie Hill, Josie Hill, Maddy Hill, and Catherine 

Moore was great fun. We apologize for our 

mistake and look forward to seeing all of you in 

next yearõs show! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Yout h Egg  Dyeing 

Saturday, April 3  
10 a.m. in the Parish Hall  

Please bring 1 dozen hard  
cooked eggs to contribut e. 

Sunday, April 4 is Easter Day  

Please come to the 10 a.m. service  

to help hide the eggs.  

Meet Dianne in the back of the church.  

Spiritual Formation ð Education 
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New Tracts for Spring! 
Forward Movement has a new series of seven 

tracts now available in our tract racks. Called òthe 

Tips series,ó there are helpful and useful tips for 

ushers and greeters, who are often the first persons 

visitors see and talk with. There are also tips for 

acolytes; lectors; chalice bearers; worshipers; 

vestry members; and those involved with healing 

ministries, that is, those who pray and care for 

others òwho are broken in body, mind, or spirit.ó 

 

If you are participating in our worship in one of 

these important positions, or if you are thinking 

about doing so, or if you just want to know more 

about what t hese people do, be sure to read òthe 

Tips series.ó 

 

Another tract, not new, but nice to have available 

wherever you spend your day or perhaps by your 

bed where you can quickly find it, is called 

òMorning, Noon, and Night Prayers.ó On card 

stock, either the regular size tract or in a large print 

version, this tract includes prayers, brief scripture 

readings, and suggestions for individuals and 

families to use for daily devotions. It could be used 

by itself, or with our Day by Day booklets, or with 

the Book of Common Prayer (pages 136-140). 

ñ Lois Sibley, Tract Rack Coordinator 

 

Welcome to our new 
diocesan magazine!    
We have now received the first of the new, 

quarterly replacement for Episcopal Life. Called 

Where It All Began, the cover and main article 

feature Christ Church, Philadelphia, and there are 

articles by our Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 

Schori and many others. There is news from our 

own diocese as well as from churches and dioceses 

around the country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to pick up a copy, read and return, so 

others can share the news. You can also read it 

online or download a PDF version of the 

magazine. Go to http://diopa.org and click on the 

quarterly journal Where It All Began. 

ð Lois Sibley 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 Support the Millennium Development  Goals  
 (MDGs) this Easter. A portion of your Easter  
 contribution will go to Episcopal Relief and  
 Development (ERD) to help reduce poverty.  
 
 Also bring in your Hope Chest on Easter Day  
 To learn more go to www.er -d.org  

 
 
 

Spiritual Formation ð Education 
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Birthdays and   

Anniversaries 
 

Born in April  

1  Kathleen Domenic 

4  Florence Rauch* 

5 Madeline Collins 

7  Doris Rogers* 

  Elliott Langford*  

9 Steven Collins 

10  Kate Boyce 

11  Margot Buehler 

13 Mary Harrison*  

14  Greg Olson  

17  Kathleen Pearce 

18  Alayna Gottemoller   

  Fred Smith*   

23  Katie Butterworth  

  Philip Giovinazzo* 

  Rick Pearce 

24  Adele McLean* 

  Amy Tucker 

25  Frank Toia 

26 George Sloan 

27  Fred Brauer* 

  Abigail Hill  

  David Thompson, Jr. 

30  John Butterworth  

  Bill Braun* 

  

Aprilõs Anniversaries 

20  Helen & John Dixon (64 years) 

22 Joan & Dave Harkinson (4 years) 

28  Carole & John Sweeney (37 years) 

 

Service to Others ð In-reach 

* These people  

are celebrating  

BIG birthdays .  

Youõll have to ask  

them which one! 

If your birthday  

or anniversary  

is not listed here,  

itõs not in our 

computer. Please  

let us know. 

Save the Date!  

 

Apr 1:  Holy Thursday 

Apr 2:  Good Friday 

Apr 4:  Easter Day of Resurrection  
Apr 10:  Reports Due for Annual Meeting 

Apr 10:  No electricity in Parish House 

Apr 16 -18: Womenõs Retreat 

Apr 25:  Rummage Sale Set-up (Parish Hall) 

Apr 25:  St. Peterõs 101: Newcomersõ Class  

 (Library after 10 a.m. service) 

Apr 25:  Interfaith Peace Walk (2 p.m.)  

Apr 29:  Rummage Parish Preview Night (6:30 to 

 9 p.m.)  

Apr 30 &  Rummage Sale (6 to 9 p.m.)  

 May 1:   Bag Sale (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 

May 2:  9:30 a.m. Service followed by  

 Annual Meeting & Elections 

May 9:  Layette Sunday & Motherõs Day 

May 16:  Childrensõ Sabbath Sunday 

May 23:  Pentecost Sunday ð Baptisms & 

 New Member Welcome  

June 1: Turn in squares for St. Peterõs Quilt 

Jun 6:  Parish Picnic at Ft. Wash. State Park 

 

Blood Drive Hits Home 
So after the blood drive I usually write a òthank youó 

article. But this time someone else has done my work 

for me. I just have to tell her story.   

 

Last Friday, Doris Moody called me crying and very 

frightened because she was bleeding badly. I met her 

in the ER at Abington Hospital. She had calmed down 

and was receiving a unit of blood. As they brought in 

another to hang, she stopped me and asked if I saw 

what it said on the bag.  

 

òO Pos?ó  I asked.  

 

òNo, it says ôLovingly donated by the people of St. 

Peterõs churchõó was her response. 

 

Now, of course, it was your standard Red Cross bag, 

no special notes, but Doris was right, we WERE there 

with her in that ER. As we will be with over 200 

patients in the Delaware Valley area because of the 75 

pints of blood we were able to donate thanks to 

YOUR good hearts! THANK YOU!! 

ñ Kate Boyce (with Dorisõ permission) 
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United Thank Offering Spring 
Ingathering 
Just a reminder that St. Peterõs United Thank Offering 

(UTO) Spring Ingathering will be held on Motherõs Day 

Weekend, May 8
th
 and 9

th
 at all services.  

 

The United Thank Offering is an organization founded 

by women and originally was supportive of women 

missionaries. It has become a worldwide effort to meet 

compelling human needs and to expand the mission 

and ministry of the  church through monetary grants. 

The UTO is a way for each person to express tangible 

thanks to God with prayers and offerings. The goal of 

UTO is to expand the circle of thankful people.  

 

UTO boxes and envelopes will be collected at all 

services on May 8
th
 and 9

th
. Thank you as always for 

your prayers and contributions.    

ñ Shirley Smith and Virginia Trimble 

 

Layette Sunday Gifts Will Go to 

Nurse Family Partnership  
Motherõs Day, May 9, is always Layette Sunday at St. 

Peterõs. On that day Emily will bless our donations of 

knitted, crocheted, or purchased items for infants 

through two -year-olds.  

 

This year the gifts will 

be given to the Nurse 

Family Partnership 

(NFP) of the Lutheran 

Child and Family 

Service. When a young 

woman becomes 

pregnant before she's 

ready to take care of a 

child, the risk factors for 

the entire family 

escalateñoften resulting in poverty, conflict, and 

despair. NFP intervenes by providing low-income, first-

time parents with a relationship they can count on. A 

trusted, respected, and compassionate public health 

nurse visits the mom from pregnancy until the baby 

turns two years old.  

 

Data document that those NFP mothers are less likely 

to abuse or neglect their children, have subsequent 

unintended pregnancies, or misuse alcohol or drugs. 

They are more likely to transition off welfare and 

maintain stable employment.  

 

Your gifts on Layette Sunday will help NFP and their 

young mothers give a good start to their little ones. If 

you have questions, please contact Mary Couch. 

ñ Mary Couch and Carol Boyle 

 
Social Concerns Committee 
Update  
 

Dear St. Peterõs friends, 

 

For several years now I have chaired the Social 

Concerns Committee. It has been a very rewarding 

experience, mostly because St. Peterõs is a community of 

faith that truly lives the ir baptismal covenant by actively 

helping those in need in our community.    

 

I have decided to step down as chair of this committee 

so I can focus on building my new custom sewing 

business and becoming involved in other ministries at 

St. Peterõs. This presents a new opportunity for 

someone to become involved in leading a very 

dedicated committee. We plan to restructure the 

leadership by having a chair and co-chair with limited 2 

to 3 year terms.   

 

If you are interested in 

becoming involved in this 

leadership role, please 

contact either myself or 

Emily Richards.  

 

The month of May will be my last month as chair of 

the Social Concerns Committee. I want to thank 

everyone for their support and enthusiasm, especially 

the committee members. Your dedication is so inspiring 

and you make every outreach opportunity and event a 

success. Thank you also, to everyone at St. Peterõs who 

has helped, supported, and gotten involved with the 

many outreach opportunities. Your faith and desire to 

help others in need has made such a positive difference 

to so many individuals.   

 

In Christ, 

ñ Roxanne Walter 

 

 

Service to Others ð Outreach  
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RUMMAGE SALE: 

Itõs a Time, Talent and Treasure Story All Over Again 
 

Itõs TIME to gather all that stuff that YOUR family 

no longer needs and bring it to church on Sunday 

April 25 after the 10 a.m. service. Then we use our 

TIME and TALENT to organize it all into one of 

the best recycling events in the area. And we 

create TREASURE ð wonderful finds for our 

shoppers and $$ for our budget and our outreach 

programs. Especially in light of the current 

economy, that would be called WIN -Win-WIN!  

 

It takes a TON of hands to make all of this 

possible. Can you help sort on drop-off Sunday? 

Or that Mon day or Tuesday?? Want to do the 

mechanical/ electrical checks on items on your 

own schedule? (You know the best finds are 

always made by the folks sorting  J !) 

 

Will you please invite a friend to our òFamily and 

Friendsó preview night on Thursday? Many hands 

are needed Friday night to serve as greeters, 

cashiers, parking directors, security. We could use 

some strong bodies for cleanup Saturday. 

 

So jump in where you can, have fun, find cool 

stuff cheap, help the environment, and meet nice 

people! Questions? Contact Kate Boyce. 

ñ Kate Boyce 

 

Hereõs the Rummage Sale schedule: 

What Happens  Date  Time  

Drop off:  Sun. 4/25 after 10 a.m. service 

Sorting:  Mon. 4/26 and  

Tues. 4/27 

(days and evenings) 

Family and Friends 

Preview:  

Thurs. 4/29 6:30 ð 9 p.m. 

Public Sale:  Fri. 4/30  6:00 ð 9 p.m. 

Bag Sale ($3/bag or  

2 bags/$5):  

Sat. 5/1 10:00 ð 3 p.m. 

Clean-up:  Sat. 5/1 3 p.m. 
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Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation: 

Why I Walk  

I walk because I believe it is the right thing to do. I 

walk because I believe the only way Iõm going to 

get past my religious prejudices is to learn about 

other faith traditions and hear stories told by 

people of those faith traditions. I walk because 

interfaith work has become my passion. And it is 

the place God calls me to be.  

 

Every month Frank and I gather with a diverse 

group of people at the Al-Aqsa Islamic Society in 

Philadelphia. At the beginning of 

each meeting, someone shares a 

reflection. We than take a few 

moments of silence and each 

person responds to the reflection 

in a personal way from the 

perspective of their own faith 

tradition  and personal 

experiences. This sharing has 

been a source of strength and 

understanding between the 

members of our group and we 

have grown both in our 

understanding of each otherõs 

faith traditions and in our 

relationships with each other. 

This is all part of the òWalkingó 

that takes place all year. 

 

On April 25
th
 we will have our seventh annual 

Interfaith Walk for Peace and Reconciliation. This 

is a kind of òwalking dialogue.ó The tone is 

contemplative and the intention is to celebrate our 

unity and to lea rn from one another as we walk 

from one house of worship to another. We also 

have an interfaith program at each of our stops. 

Some of our participants this year include Gospel 

singers, poetry by the youth of Arts and Spirituality 

Center, Buddhist chanters, Hindu dancers, talks by 

youth from Walk the Walk (an interfaith youth 

group), singing by youth of the Sikh community, 

recitation from the Quõran and Salat prayers, 

Jewish music, times for prayer, silence, and music. 

More information is included on our fly er (found 

on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall) . 

 

I invite you to come and walk with us (or take the 

bus between stops if walking is problematic for 

you). I invite you to come 

and get to know people who 

have faith traditions similar 

to yours and people who 

have very different faith 

traditions than yours.  I invite 

you to take steps towards the 

healing of this broken world 

of ours. I invite you to come 

and celebrate the gifts we 

have been given and learn 

about gifts you didnõt even 

know we had! I invite you to 

listen to what God is saying 

to you through new voices. 

Come and òpray with your 

feet for peaceó on April 25th 

in West Philadelphia at 2:00.   

 

NOTE: There will be a sign up sheet on the adult 

education board in the parish hall for people to 

coordinate rides to West Philadelphia. For more 

information, go to www.InterfaithPeaceWalk.org.  

 

Shalom, Salam, Peace, 

ñ Linda Toia
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First St. Peterõs Aid For Friends ð YUM! 
Early on Saturday, March 20, St. Peterõs kitchen 

was humming with activity with vol unteers 

cooking and getting ready for the first St. Peterõs 

cook-in to benefit Aid For Friends. At the end of 

the Everyone Ed program on Sunday, March 21
st
, 

all in attendance shared a delicious meal of 

òChurch Chicken Casserole,ó southern green beans, 

and sautéed apples, along with dessert and 

bread. Afterwards, everyone helped pack up the 

extra food to be frozen and delivered to the local 

Aid For Friends freezer. Included with the meal 

were cards hand-made by several of our youth.   

 

Fun was had by all and our efforts will help local 

shut-ins supported by Aid For Friends (AFF). AFF is 

a local nonprofit organization whose mission is to 

serve needy, isolated shut-ins, primarily the frail 

elderly, in the five-county Greater Philadelphia 

area. Free daily home-cooked meals are delivered 

weekly by empathetic volunteer visitors, and also 

free outreach services are provided to  shut-ins. The 

goal is to help homebound "client/friends" 

maintain their cherished independence by 

supporting their determination to remain in  their 

own homes for as long as possible and to enhance 

their quality of life. Go to www.aidforfriends.org 

for more information about this amazing local 

nonprofit organization.  

 

A very special thank you to Daniel Richards for his 

culinary expertise, the meal prep volunteers and 

the youth for making Easter cards to go with the 

meals. Thank you to everyone who donated the 

food items needed to prepare the meal and also to 

those who stayed after Everyone Ed to pack the 

meals. Many hands made the task go fast! Thank 

you, Kate Boyce, for contributing the Paneraõs 

Bread from the recent blood drive. Since this event 

was so successful and fun (not to mention, 

yummy!) we look forward to planning another St. 

Peterõs cook-in sometime in the fall to benefit Aid 

For Friends. 

 

PS ð if you would like to become an Aid For 

Friends visiting volunteer, please contact Rick 

DeKalb or Roxanne Walter. We will provide you 

with more info.    

ñ Roxanne Walter 

 
 Left: Madeline and Viviane Stackhouse help with  

 preparations on Saturday, March 20th . 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Helpers packing meals on Sunday after Everyone  

Ed included (l. to r.) Rob Stackhouse, Joanie Harkinson,  

Beth Michener-Wall, Jen Stackhouse, Cathy Kress,  

Kathleen Pearce, and Kathy Domenic
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Giving Thanks for Our Accounting 
Warden and Welcoming a New One 
on Board 
In the fall John Brennan announced to the Vestry that 

after eight years serving as a member, the last five as 

our Accounting Warden, he was ready step down at the 

end of this year. I give thanks to God for Johnõs faithful 

leadership among us, especially during the interim 

period when he agreed to stay on in this role. Johnõs 

deep devotion to our community, his sincerity, and his 

great sense of humor will be greatly missed by me and 

all members of the Vestry. I know that John will remain 

a great source of support to me and to the Vestry and I 

pray he will find new ways to engage in ministry 

among our community. We will honor John at our 

annual meeting on May 2
nd

. More words of gratitude 

will be offered on beha lf of John in the May edition of 

the NET. 

 

I am thrilled to announce that Anne Gibson has been 

unanimously elected by the Vestry at our March 

meeting to serve out Johnõs final year of his term as 

Accounting Warden.  My hope is that after a year 

under her belt, Anne will stand for election as 

Accounting Warden at our 2011 annual meeting. Anne 

brings so many gifts, not only to the work as 

Accounting Warden, but to the Vestry, as well. She has 

been a member of our parish for four years, along with 

her husband Roy and her two sons, Jarrod and Rowen. 

She is a member of our Finance Committee and has 

been a part of that great team of people who have 

helped to restructure our financial operations over the 

past year. Anne is also a faithful Sunday School teacher, 

usher and lector. She is very committed to our 

community and is excited to be a part of our future. I 

give thanks to God for Anneõs willingness to step out in 

faith and serve in this very important leadership 

position.   

 

Please take the time to offer your own words of 

gratitude to John and Anne. And please keep them in 

your prayers as they each embark on their new paths of 

ministry among us.  

ñ Emily + 

 

Office Volunteers Learn ing  the Ropes  
In preparation for the departure of Mike Sayer and 

Dianne Barnes, several intrepid souls have stepped 

forward to cover the office until a permanent, part -time 

secretary is found. The people who will be filling in are:  

- Debbie DeKalb  on Monday  mornings 

-  Rick Pearce  on Tuesday mornings 

-  Jen Stackhouse on Wednesday mornings 

-  Sherry Butterworth  on Thursdays 

-  Roxanne Walter  on Friday mornings and 

- Carmen Gelinas  on Friday afternoons. 

 

Linda Matt  will continue to volunteer on Thursday 

afternoons.  

 

We are grateful to them for helping St. Peterõs Church 

to run smoothly and  for being the friendly face and 

voice of St. Peterõs to all. Itõs a big job. We are also 

indebted to Mike Sayer and Dianne Barnes for the 

hours they have spent documenting their extensive 

store of procedures and experience for those who come 

after them and for training the volunteers.

 

 
 

 

  

 Lending a hand packing food for Aid For Friends are 

 (l. to r.) Rick Pearce, Jack Wilbur, and Anne Gibson

Stewardship ð Time, Talent & Treasure 
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Community Garden to Teach and 

Serve  
 

My new ministry is to 

create a St. Peterõs 

community garden not 

only to feed shut-ins and 

parishioners but to involve 

our community in going 

green. My objective is to 

involve people in the 

church parish. I will be 

available on Saturdayõs 

after Easter to plant, teach 

and involve all ages in 

learning and giving back 

to our pa rish. 

 

We will need volunteers to plant, weed, learn, and 

deliver products during the growing season. This is a 

great opportunity to use wasted space (the old 

playground area) and give back to St. Peterõs. 

Donations of seeds have already been given to me by 

Carmen Gelinas, and more would be appreciated, but 

talk to me first.  

 

This garden will also be a new opportunity for the Rite 

13 class to become more in touch with the whole 

community. If you have questions or suggestions, please 

contact Jack Wilbur. 

ñ Jack Wilbur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

St. Peterôs New Sound 
System  
St. Peterõs has a brand new sound system! 

Regardless of where you are seated in the church, 

including the choir loft and the chancel, you now 

can probably understand every word. As described 

in the February issue of the NET, the system was 

designed by a professional Sound Engineer, James 

Stemke, and installed with a great deal of help 

from people in our own parish family. This 

challenging project was meticulously managed and 

executed, being completed on time and within 

budget.   

 

I am very grateful for the 

diligent and conscientious 

leadership of my teammates on 

the Sound System Task Force: 

Tim McDermott and Karen 

Sayer. I am also thankful for 

the professionalism, 

craftsmanship, and innovative problem-solving of 

our Installation Team: Rick DeKalb, Tim 

McDermott, Frank Walter, Stephen Spencer, and 

Don Kelley. We also had behind-the-scenes 

assistance from Charles Glandorf, Mike Sayer, Paul 

Anderson, and Dianne Barnes, and wonderful 

support from our rector Emily and the Vestry.    

 

St. Peterõs was in good hands with the help of Jim 

Stemke. He truly made it possible for us to have a 

professional quality sound system, ensuring that 

our dollars went towards everything we needed 

ñ and nothing that we didnõt need.   

 

As it turned out, we didnõt need to paint the 

speakers after all ñ they looked great once they 

were all up. And we had enough money in our 

budget to buy two additional speakers, which will 

eventually be mounted (along with on/off 

switches) in the kitchen and nursery.   

ñ Dave Mosteller 

Deep in discussion while helping pack food for  

Aid For Friends are (l. to r.) Melissa Olson,  

Doris Schaffner, Helen Collins, Anne Gibson,  

and Dave Mosteller 

Stewardship - Property 


