ST. Peter’s Net

e e - et Tt B e L, S e, B B I e L R e L

ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH »® 654 N. EASTON ROAD » GLENSIDE, PA 19038 »= (215) 887-1765

Sixth to the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

July/August 2010

Getting in the Back of the Boat

Every once in a while | run across a book that becomes
Holy Scripture for me fi that is, | hear God speaking to
me through the text. This year | found such a book in
Rest in the Storm: Self Care Strategies forClergy and
Other Caregivers.The author Kirk Byron Jones, a
Baptist pastor, discusses the struggles we clergy face in
trying take care of ourselves and in keeping good,
healthy boundaries so that we can be faithful
shepherds of our f|
Gospel as a way toaddress
his ideas. It is the story
where Jesus and the
disciples are on a boat at
sea in the midst of a raging
storm. The disciples are
afraid and upset because
Jesus is in the back of the
boat asleep. Jesus does
eventually appear to calm
the storm. Jonesimagines
that after a long day of
healing and teaching, Jesus
went to the back of the

boat to rest and to pray. He
believes that Jesus was able
to be present to the
di scipl esb®

to cal

and
the raging storm because he had first allowed himself
time in the back of the boat.

fear

Clergy, Jones says, cannot have effective ministries if
they do not have time in the back of the boat, time for
retreat. He goes on to say that there are blockades to
getting in the back of the boat. The first blockade, he
believes, is the myth of indispensability. In order to
retreat to the back of the boat, both clergy and their
congregations must believe that life will go on just fine
without their minister at the meeting or at the event.
Or, in fact, that it may go even better without them
there. The second blockade is the myth of invincibility.

ocks. H €

i

Somehow clergy can be tempted to feel that they are
0god juniors, 6 as Jones
assume the role of superwoman or superman and for
their congregations to allo w them to do so. The final
blockade is not a myth, but rather a denial. Jones
believes that clergy too often deny their own
personhood. o0Many of wus cl
many of us live exclusively through our gifts and

ms @$ saestialy obifhMask @mahng wifi u
to be liberated from the

tyranny of measuring life

only in terms of what we

do. Before you are a

minister, a preacher, a

teacher, a pastor, and

even before you are a

parent, spouse, or friend,

you are a child of God, a

person whom God loves
unconditionally.

says.

erg

Jonesd insights
chord with me. | want to
be the kind of minister
that gets in the back of
the boat. I 61 1 b
with you, though. Too
easily | can let these blockades keep me from getting
there. The more I reflectedon Jonesd® words t
realized that all of us, not just those of us clergy types,
need to make time in the back of the boat. Whether we
experience this in our careers, our roles as parents or
spouses or maybe in our roles here as members of St.
P e t sewe @an get caught in the traps of
indispensability or invincibility. And | imagine that
many of us need to be liberated from the tyranny of
measuring our lives only in terms of what we do! We
all need to be reminded that first and foremost we are
a beloved child of God.
(Continued on next page)
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Jonesd words reflect
community i that is retreating. We need to carve out

time in the back of the boat in order to slow down, and
reconnectwi t h our God and Godods
people. If we keep running so fast, doing so much,

while at the same time not stopping to reflect, to pray

and to engage God in the silence, we will become run
down ourselves. This is why | am asking and invitingall

of you to engage in these conversations with me over

the summer about our common life. How do we need

to find ways to be replenished and sustained for the
journey? How are we being called to live more

faithfully as stewards of our time and our talents ? |

believe that an intentional period of reflection, of

retreat, will make us a healthier community and will

renew us for the ministry God is equipping us to do
together.

what we

need to be doing as a
Jones writes, O0The back
we can remember who and whose we are. What
pmatteps i she batkmofrthe boat isahst wa receive a
refreshing of mind, body and spirit. What matters is
that we are at peace with ourselves and with our God,
regardless of |ifeds ci
back of the boat is that delight is found, not in what we
produce, but in what we can, if only for a moment,
open ourselves to receiVvi
together we can foster a community which allows all of
its members, clergy and laity alike, time in the back of
the boat so that we can open ourselves to the presence
of God and Godds wunconditi
In Christ,
A Emily+

of

Sincere thanks go to Frank Toia for taking the photographs of the
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Save the Date!

July 10: Thrift & Gift summer consignments

July 11: Adult I nquirersd C

July 14: Calendar Meeting 7:30 p.m.

July 15: Conversation about Taize worship 7 p.m.

July 18: Conversation about 8 a.m. worship

July 21: Meeting on Church School curriculum

Aug. 7: Thrift & Gift summer consignments

Aug. 9-12:  Summer Fun for ages 3 to 12

Aug. 15: Conversation about 10 a.m. worship

Aug. 22: Blessing of Backpacks at the 10 a.m.
Adult I nquirersd C

Aug. 30: Thrift & Gift fall consignments

Sept. 12: Adult I nquirersdé C

Sept. 12: Homecoming Sunday

Sept. 13: Thrift & Gift regular hours resume

Sept. 26: Adult I nquirersd ClI

Oct. 2-17:  Pumpkin Patch Fundraiser

Oct. 17: Adultinqui r er s Cl ass a
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Please send articles, photos,
suggestions by the1™ of each
month for the following
Y2yGKQa bo¢

As sUMMER ARRIVESWe all take a deep breath and hope for a slowing of our daily activities. We are
also marking the end of the first year of having Emily as our Rector. | think it has been a very
good year for St. Peterds Chur ch. sloncuaplatest Wea t
dealt with budget imbalances, staff reductions, changes in procedures, and are now in the process
of evaluating our programmatic life. Confronting change is always difficult. However, the last

three years have been aremindertousthatn ot hi ng stays the same. St. P
institution, is not the same from one year to the next.

eve,

So, why do | think we had a very good year? It is because we are an active and committed group
of people participating fully in the life of the Church, welcoming the newcomer, concerned about
each ot heinggs wel |

The Vestry has devoted time and enegy to our budgetary issues. In the last year we have
reorganized our financial systems, a process still not completed. As an offshoot of the budget
discussions, we realized that we could not maintain our staffing at the level we had for a number
of years. These were all difficult decisions. | do not anticipate that the next round of budget
reviews will be easy, but | am grateful that we have procedures in place to ease that discussion.

At the Vestry Retreat in the spring, the
moderator, the Rev. Bud Holland, led us
through exercises of self examination which

l ed to discussions of our
Church. These were ideas of how the Church
might function and grow in the next few years.
The Vestry made no decisions about specific
programs in the Church, but we did resolve to
start a process of review. Does an activity contribute to the mission of the church? Do we have the
people power and resources to continue that program? | have heard that there is a belief among
some that the Vestry came to some firm decisions at the Vestry Retreat, and the conversaions are
window dressing. | want to assure you that is not the case. For one thing, the Vestry Retreat was
not long enough to give these items the detailed consideration they deserve. For another, the
Vestry members were not intimately familiar with all th e programmatic issues that have to be
considered. We require input from the congregation.

| have heard that there is a belief amond
some that the Vestry camé some firm
decisions at the Vestry Retreat, and the
conversations are window dressing. |
want to assure you that is not the case.

So far, I have participated in the conversation
Stewardship Cluster. The Saturday conversation was spirited and openEveryone had an

opportunity to express his or her viewpoint about the service. It is apparent that the attendees

love the intimacy and informality of the service. It was generally recognized, however, that it is not

a contemporary service and that attendance can sometimes be as low as two or three people,

depending on the weather and time of the year. Also, both Father Carter and Mike Morgan, our

Interim Rectors, had reported to the Vestry that the three weekend services were very demanding

on the Rector. There were many suggestions as to how the service might continue or be modified

for the future.

The Stewardship Cluster meeting was not heavily attended because it is not programmatic, and
not as many people are involved. We did take steps to simplify the organization of the
Stewardship Cluster and set goals.

I think it is important to remind ourselves of 1
went to the Catechism Section of the Book of Coml
missi on of the Church is to restore all people to
Catechism then says that othe Church pursues its
Gospel, and promotes justice,h paeccecmplainsdhd s vel.l6 t
its members. o

So, here we are, pursuing our mission. Please join in the conversation. Speak to Emily and any of
the Vestry. We are serving you, and we need to hear your views.
Have a peaceful and relaxing summer!
A George Luskus, Recto
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Highlights from Cluster Meetings

Highlights from Two Cluster Meetings

A Oministry cl ust eistriesthas a (
serve a common goal At St .
recognize three clusters: spiritual life, service to others,

and stewardship. At the cluster meetings held in June,
three observations applied across allthe ministry

clusters:

A We need to look generally at all the clusters to see
what we are doing well, what needs improvement,
and how we can increase communication _and
coordination _ within each cluster and among
clusters. This is anongoing process that we have
begun and will continue over the next year.

r du Emilyvgouldlike tha clusters to select a common
P e thame doshe agmeed apom aach gearland all the
ministries would connect around the theme. Some
suggestions offeredwer e: oO0caring
0a ocomity

concept wonot
program year so ministries will have time to plan
programs.

A Enough people find the current configuration of
clusters to be confusing or unhelpful that the
organization of ministries is beingre _ -evaluated

and may be revised.

Spiritual Formation/Spiritual Life Cluster

Attendees f avor ed Sgrituadl Life n &ind
Spiritual Life

4

uties worship mirsstries and aith formation ministries:

.

Faith Formation

- Director of Faith Format
- Godly Play

- Older and Early Elemen

Worship

- Worship Committee
- Service Ministers

- Music & Choirs

- Adult Forum and Midwe

- Youth (Rite 13 and J2A)

Communications
ion - NET newsletter
{do t S SN
NOTE: Will move to
the STO cluster.

tary

ek Study

Here are some of the areas the attendees felt need
work in the coming year:

A Leaders are needed for some ministries. Some
people feel overstretched. One suggestion is for
each area to have a chair and cechair who serve
onatwo-year r ot at i coachair@ould vy ¢

become the next yeashas ch
would step up. Also leader training would be
helpful.

A Leaders are urged toinvite and recruit _ people.
New participants are always welcome, but
sometimes itds hard for n
how to oO0Obreak intod a min

A A need exists for adetailed brochure or other
communication that clearly describes each ministry

group, what they do, how often they meet, who the
contact person is, and provides descriptions of the
ministry opportunities. This would help people to
know what skills are involved and how much of a
commitment is required for any ministry.

> a A & Accompanying the brochure should be an
a i r atmactive by - picterercharto that shows the groups
in relationship to one another. It would clearly give
an overview.

A 1t was observed that
group have a desire for fellowship _ 8 both after
e w phe W@.meservtice antl at gherrtimes.d etstruggle
i st betweenifellogvship and Adult Forum is one
indicator of this. It is an issue that needs thoughtful
consideration.
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Highlights from Cluster Meetings( Cont 6

Service to Others Cluster

Changes to this cluster are under consideration. For example, Communication ministries may be moved from the SF to
the STO cluster.The Service to Others Cluster currently includes:

Service to Others

I

= >

In-reach: In-reach: Outreach:

Caring Ministries Parish Life Social Concerns

Taking care of each other within Having fun and celebrating Taking care of those outside of
{ue tSUSNRa FIY fellowship events {dd t SGSNDA FI Y

Here are some of the areas attendees identified to
work on going forward:

A We need to schedule the events and collections
more evenly throughout the year so that no one
month or week is overloaded and people do not
feel put upon to donate or volunteer beyond their
comfort level.

A Itis desirable to invite the Rite 13 and J2A _ youth
groups to participate in Social Concerns activities.
For example, Sandwich Makers or Sunday
Fellowship Hosting might be good projects.

A Emily would |like St. Peterd

focus on doing fewer things _ and doing them
well, giving the time, commitment, resources, and
attention to make a difference without overloading
our members.

A One observation is that while outreach has

flourished ia-teack othChBrang er 6 s,

Ministries and Parish Life) needs new energy and
coordination.

Calendar Meeting z July 14t

Leaders, chairpersons, and interested members are
invited to the Calendar Meeting on Wednesday, July
14, at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. At this meeting,
events for the 2010-2011 program year will be

way. Pleasesendpur mi ni strydsfoevents

the upcoming program yeaar to the office as soon as
possible. And please plan to come to the meeting to
represent your committee or ministry so that we can

schedul ed and pl aded han cthh ¢ adlevdiofd @scanplete a schedule as possible.

In this active church with limited time and space, we do
our best to coordinate the needs of worship,

education, parish life, social concerns, caring ministries,
property, and administration ministries in a rational

An accurate, wellplanned calendar is the first step
towards good communication and coordination in this
wonderfully active and energetic community!
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Spiritual Formation d Worship

More Conversations about Worship

We will continue our conversations about worship
throughout the summer. W e will reflect together on
what is life-giving, what is a challenge, and what we
might imagine for the service in the future. Please lend
your voice to these special services

A On Thursday, July 15th, the conversation will bllow
a shortened Taizé Prayer at 7 p.m.

A On Sunday, July 18th, we will engage the 8
obclockers in a conversat
service.

A On Sunday, August 15th, we will engage the 10
od6clockers in a conversat

Consider this another opportunity to engage in the
important process of review and reflection on all that
we do at St. Peter's.The vestry and | invite and
encourage any parishioner who would like to talk
about our life of worship to join us for these
conversations.

A Emily+

Way to Go, Jarrod!

Jarrod Gibson was
Award for Educational Excellence at his 6' grade
graduation. In order to qualify, he had to have a 3.5 or
better for 4™, 5", and 6" grades and have gotten
OAdvanceddé in both math
5" grade.

He was only one of two kids in his class to receive it
and he received a catificate, a pin and letter from

i dBarack @bamaiis family @ both chgreh and hame p is
very proud of him!

ion after the service.

Hi, Mike!

Many of you would like to keep in touch with Mike
Sayer, our former Parish Administrator, and he would
like to keep in touch with you. You can reach him by e-
mail at mikimc@aol.com.

invite everyone in their

' Katie Butterworth and Ray Farina
to celebrate their wedding:

Please ceI@rate with us
as We;joir\\@.songs to\gqther
to make the Music of

Q0 S Jeas \%{ “
on Saturday, September 25, 20«1(&9&
O

at Two o'clock in the Afternoon

St. Peter's family

f

\mr Iajfe

~

AN\ W)
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Spiritual Formation d Worship

Speaking of Faith: The Spirituality of Parenting

Speaking of Faithis a radio program that explores
questions of religion, spirituality, and meaning in
everyday life. Hosted by Krista Tippett (lower left), the
program airs on National Public Radio (90.9 FM) on
Sunday mornings at 7 a.m. If you miss a broadcast, you
can go to the excell ent
and listen to the programs online or download them to
your MP3 player for free. The Website isrich with many
really fascinating features.

Recently, the conversation was about the spirituality of
parenting. The guest, Rabbi Sandy Sassdlower right),
is the author of many nat.i
books including 06Godds Pai

The introduction to the program observes: 6 rare and
more people in our time are disconnected from
religious institutions, at least for part of their lives.
Others are religious and find themselves creating a
family with a spouse from another tradition or no
tradition at all. And the experience of parenting tends

to raise spiritual questions anew. We sense that there is
a spiritual aspect to our children's natures and wonder
how to support and nurture that. The spiritual life, our
guest says, begins not in abdractions, but in concrete
everyday experiences. And children need our questions
as much as our answersd

0 S

G
I

Hereds a taste of the
Krista Tippett, host: € Rai si ng
spiritual challenge that many of us live with day to day,

e yetwersqgrarelyfcall i toat. tTHisthouvVRdbls Sahdy
Sasso offers practical wisdom on "The Spirituality of
Parenting"” in our time.

Rabbi Sandy Sasso: | think society does a very good
job of teaching us how to be consumers and a very
good job in teaching us how to be competitors. The

n question | think parents are struggling to answer is

t how do we not just teach our children's minds, but
how do we teach their souls? We want our children to
be gracious and grateful. We want them to have
courage in difficult tim es. We want them to have a
sense of joy and purpose. That's what it means to
nurture their spiritual lives.

To hear the entire program or to get a transcript, click
on this link:
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/
Youdll also find a few
education bulletin board in the Parish Hall.
A Carol Boyle
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Spiritual Formation d Education

St. Peter @ Sumrner Fun

Calling all children ages 3 to 12! Summer Fun this year
will take us on an imaginary trip to Haiti. The dates are
August 9 through 12*.  The time is 4 to 8 p.m. each
day. The program, Helping Hands and Hurting Hearts,
is based on resources developed by the national
church. Our activities will include Creole songs, stories,
crafts and (of course) food. We will learn about our
Haitian neighbors and think of ways to help them to
recover from the disastrous January 12" earthquake.

Each day the children will prepare a light supper under
the guidance of Daniel Richards. Their families are

invited to come on the fourth day to share a light
Haitian supper. To enroll your child(ren) fill out the
form bel ow and r et wmaiboxt
(outside the church office).

Teenage and adult volunteers are needed to help with
the younger children. | f
out the form or contact Shirley Smith (215-887-9448)
or Virginia Trimble (215-984-8887).

*Please note the date change since the June NET.

Summer Fun coordinators Virginia Trimble (left) and Shirley Smith.

to S

youbo

Sign Up for Summer Fun!

My children will attend Summer Fun 2010:

Name & age Name & age
Name & age Name & age
I 8d i ke volunteer, mon! Hereds my
Monday 8/9:
Tuesday 8/10:
Wednesday 8/11:
Thursday 8/12:
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