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Rooted in Community 
 

 

When Daniel and I were in the San Francisco area 
last month, we visited the John Muir Redwoods 
National Park. It is hard to put into words the 
majesty of these breathtaking trees. I stood at the 
base of one that was 1,300 years old and rose 
over 250 feet high. I had to strain my eyes to 
glimpse the top of its branches. Daniel I and tried 
to capture the beauty of this 
forest with our small digital 
camera, but it was hard to even 
get a picture of more than half 
of the tree which stood towering 
over us.  
 
We learned that the Redwood’s 
root system is only 12 feet deep, 
but is able to withstand severe 
storms and wind damage 
because the trees’ roots 
intertwine with one another. The 
trees form small groupings or clusters within the 
forest in order to stand firm.  
 
I was struck by the idea that the Redwoods are a 
metaphor for us as the Body of Christ. We need 
each other to stand firm, to endure the storms 
and winds of our lives. On our own we may fall 
over easily, but grouped together we remain 
strong. This life of faith is not meant to be lived 
alone. We worship in community. We pray in 
community. We read the Bible in community. We 
celebrate the sacraments in community. We serve 
in community. We proclaim the good news in 

community. We cannot be the Church, the Body 
of Christ, without one another. We need each 
other. We need each other to rejoice with us when 
we have something to rejoice about. And we need 
each other to weep with us when we have 
something to weep over.  
 

As the church, we sometimes 
get so preoccupied with 
budgets and buildings and 
programs and with how many 
people are sitting in our pews 
that we can easily lose sight of 
what is at the heart of our 
identity—to create an authentic 
community which people in our 
world today are hungering for—
where we find a place of 
connection and belonging, 
where we give ourselves to 

knowing one another and loving one another. 
That is not only astonishing, it is life-changing.   
 
I hope and pray that St. Peter’s is such a 
community for you, as it is for me, where your 
greatest joys can be celebrated and your greatest 
sorrows can be held with tender care; where you 
know you don’t have to live this life alone; and 
where there are others waiting to take your hand 
and walk this journey with you! 

With a grateful heart, 
Emily+ 

 
  

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost to the First Sunday of Advent  November 2011 
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Music News 
 

Last year at this time when George Luskus, Dave Mosteller and I began the search 
process for an Interim Minister of Music, I didn’t know what to expect. At the time it was 
clear to me that we needed to focus on finding someone for the short-term until we 
could discern who the right person was for the position and for our community. I was 
warned by fellow clergy that it could be an arduous process because there weren’t many 
well-qualified candidates available. And so I entered ours with a little fear and 
trepidation. Little did I know that we would find a gem in Stan Fink! What a gift he has 
been to our congregation in the six months since his arrival. His ministry has only 
enriched our worship experience. Not only is he a gifted musician, but dedicated to 
creating worship that is both heartfelt and inspires in us a new kind of wonder and 
praise.  
 
After hearing so many positive things about Stan from choir members, other musicians 
in the parish as well as many members in the pews, Dave Kipphut and I decided to 
begin a conversation with him about making his position a permanent one. I am thrilled 
beyond words that Stan has accepted our offer to become our Minister of Music. His 
contract with new hours (20 per week), duties, and compensation will begin on January 
1. However, his title has already been changed to reflect his new status among us. I look 
forward to working with Stan in the years to come in our shared ministry as leaders of 
worship.  

Emily+ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vestry Affirmations 
 

We end each vestry meeting by acknowledging those parishioners or staff members 

who have given of their time and talents over the past month for the sake of the 

ministry of St. Peter’s. At our October meeting we affirmed and acknowledged the work 

of Katie Farina, Linda Matt, Rick Pearce, and Sue Wright, who spent extra hours 

helping out over the past couple months in the church office. 

 

  

St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church 

654 N. Easton Road 
Glenside, PA 19038 

215-887-1765 
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www.StPetersGlenside.org 
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The Rev. Emily B. Richards, 
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Stanley Fink, 
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Jessica Miller, 
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Vestry 

Dave Kipphut,  
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Shirley Smith, 
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Carole DeKalb,  
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Marsha Blake, 

John Butterworth, 

Peter Gottemoller, 

Joani Harkinson, 

Molly Langford, 

Amy Michener-Wall, 

Pat Sampson, 

Linda Toia, 

Frank Walter; 

Jessie Levin, 
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Web Masters 
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Please send articles, photos, 
suggestions by the 21

st
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each month for the 
following month’s NET 

Vestry News 
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Delivered by Ken Rose (October 23, 2011) 
 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of 

our hearts be always acceptable to you, O Lord, our 

strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Good morning. I am glad Friday’s end of the world 

didn’t affect anyone’s ability to make it to church this 

morning. (Note 1) 

 

To paraphrase a line from one of my favorite movies: 

―Stewardship. Stewardship is what brings us together, 

today.‖ (Note 2)  

 

And truly, stewardship is what brings us together every 

Sunday, and all of the other days we come together as 

a church family. Whether it is worshipping together; 

cleaning up after a storm; making sandwiches for the 

homeless; tending our pumpkin patch; or playing 

softball; all of these are acts of stewardship. Which 

possibly has a lot of you wondering ―what is 

stewardship?‖ 

 

The Episcopal Church defines Christian Stewardship as 

the grateful and responsible use of God’s gifts in the 

light of God’s purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. We 

live this out as Christians by living and sharing the 

Good News; sharing God in seeking justice, peace, and 

the integrity of creation; by wisely employing our God-

given human resources, abilities, and relationships; by 

providing for future generations; and by sharing in the 

life, worship, and responsible stewardship of the 

Church and of its mission. 

 

Phew, I don’t know about you, but that seems like 

quite a mouthful to me and a lot to wrap one’s brain 

around. It’s a great functional and working definition, 

but what does it really mean to us in our everyday 

lives? Well, I think that today’s gospel provides a hint 

when Jesus responds to the Pharisees regarding which 

commandment in the law is the greatest by saying: 

―You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is 

the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 

like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‖ So, to 

me, stewardship boils down to LOVE. 

 

All of the activities mentioned above (sandwich 

making, the pumpkin patch, attending services) as well 

as seeking out justice and peace and using the gifts 

God has given us are all expressions of these two 

commandments and thus of LOVE and stewardship. 

 

Reverend Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows of Grace 

Episcopal Church in Syracuse, NY has written a 

reflection on Matthew 25: 1-13. Her reflection is part of 

the Feasting on Gratitude series that has been included 

in our weekly bulletins the past few weeks, and will 

continue for a few weeks more. In her reflection, Rev. 

Baskerville-Burrows reminds us that no matter what 

our employment situation, or station in life, faithful 

stewardship is about remembering and loving God first 

and loving our neighbors as our selves. She does this 

by telling the story of a gentleman who would come to 

church after service began, stay through the Eucharistic 

Prayer, but would leave when it was time to receive 

communion and would hand his offering envelope to a 

deacon or acolyte on his way out. In a way he was 

breaking the ―rules‖ of receiving communion as part of 

the community and of placing his offering in the plate 

when passed around. Then, after a couple of years of 

this, all of a sudden he stayed for communion and 

placed his envelope in the plate as everyone else did. 

In the interim, Rev. Baskerville-Burrows had learned 

that this man did not have a paying job but that he 

made it his job to do things in his neighborhood that 

no one else seemed to care to do such as picking up 

trash and holding doors for people going in and out of 

shops.  

(continued on next page) 

 

Note 1: See http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44967628/ns/technology_and_science-science/t/why-world-will-end-again-friday/  
Note 2: The marriage scene of The Princess Bride. See  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2m6sHROA3U&NR=1  

 

 

 

Stewardship Sermon 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44967628/ns/technology_and_science-science/t/why-world-will-end-again-friday/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2m6sHROA3U&NR=1
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(continued from page 3) 

Through this story, Rev. Baskerville-Burrows reminds us 

that while there are many ―rules‖ about giving and 

supporting the work of the church (tithing, percentage 

giving, volunteering for committees, etc.), there is 

really only one true rule—that is to simply show up and 

give to and love others without expectation of 

reciprocity.   

 

There are generally three aspects of stewardship, 

especially financial stewardship, as expressed in the 

current language of stewardship: Ordinary 

Stewardship, Extraordinary Stewardship, and Legacy 

Stewardship. 

 

Ordinary Stewardship is the regular practice of 

returning to God a portion of all that God has given us. 

It involves teaching ourselves how to create a life built 

upon the notion that all that we have is a gift from 

God. This includes teaching the holy habits of keeping 

Sabbath and tithing and the concept that giving 

regularly of our time, talent, and money to God’s work 

on this earth is as much a spiritual practice as prayer 

and worship. 

 

Extraordinary Stewardship involves the special 

occasions that arise in the life of Christian communities 

that call us to give beyond our ordinary habit. They 

involve increased risk and encourage us to experiment 

with sacrificial giving in order to help the community 

realize an especially important goal. The best example 

of extraordinary stewardship is the capital campaign. 

 

Legacy Stewardship is the way in which we address 

the matter of disposing of the accumulations of our 

lifetime. Who will use your ―stuff‖ when you no longer 

need it. It is the opportunity to leave a planned gift 

that constitutes both a legacy to generations yet 

unborn and a final witness to those whom we hold 

most dear. 

 

Whether it is regularly pledging (ordinary stewardship), 

responding to the need to fix our basement flooding 

problem (extraordinary stewardship), or naming St. 

Peter’s in our Wills (legacy stewardship), all of these 

aspects reflect the act of stewardship as an act of LOVE.   

 

Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians speaks to this 

concept of stewardship as LOVE when he writes: ―So 

deeply do we care for you that we are determined to 

share with you not only the gospel of God, but also our 

own selves, because you have become very dear to us.‖ 

This certainly summarizes my feelings, and I believe 

many if not most of your feelings, toward St. Peter’s. 

My involvement with St. Peter’s began 16 years ago, 

when Lisa and I settled in Glenside. Though we did not 

yet have children, and truthfully were unable to even 

contemplate that eventuality too deeply, being married 

only a couple of years and very involved in our careers, 

we were looking for a spiritual home. Coming from 

Catholic (Lisa) and Presbyterian (me) backgrounds, we 

were willing to shop around. Lisa knew she wanted 

something other than the Catholic Church, while I was 

comfortable with anything within the mainstream 

Protestant spectrum. In 1995 we attended our first 

service at St. Peter’s and, I think it is safe to say, were 

hooked almost immediately by the vibrancy of the 

service and the friendliness of the people.  
 

Within a year or two, many of you were silly enough to 

entrust your pre-teen, now twenty-something, children 

to us as the first Rite 13 class; an experience we 

remember fondly to this day. More activities—Vestry, 

Accounting Warden, stewardship, habitat for humanity, 

to name a few—followed. I list these not to blow our 

own trumpet, but rather as an example of how easy it 

was, and I believe still is, to be welcomed into the St. 

Peter’s family and to call St. Peter’s home. As St. Paul 

said about the Thessalonians, I say about St. Peter’s: 

you have become very dear to us. It is because of this, 

this dearness of St. Peter’s to our hearts and souls, that 

we give of our time and, yes, of our treasure. And we 

try to do so of our first fruits, that is giving to the 

church first before the other demands, especially on 

our money. This means making choices, but I believe 

St. Peter’s is worth that first consideration because of 

all that St. Peter’s does for its members and in the 

outside community at large.  
 

Well, in the interest of being a good steward of time, 

especially all of your  time, I will end now. As a last 

homage to the same movie with which I began, I leave 

you all with this: ―May Wuv, tru Wuv, fowow you 

foweva.‖ (Love, true love, follow you forever.) AMEN. 

Stewardship Sermon 

Make your offering at the altar on November 13th, In-Gathering Sunday. 
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The Blessing of Animals 
 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, pet-lovers gathered in 
the Memorial Courtyard on his feast day Oct. 4

th 
for the 

Blessing of Animals. We thought you would like to see 

some of the sights that day. Our thanks to Frank Toia 
for the photos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Worship 

Emily greets the Reazors – 
Harrison, Nancy and Jackson – 
and blesses their dog and teddy 
bear. 

Jenna Linke and her cat 
join in the prayers. 

A heartfelt blessing for Danielle Hill’s two 

guinea pigs. 
Who could resist blessing 
Joanie Harkinson’s pup? 

And a blessing for Sam and Joanna Hogg’s 

newly rescued Italian Greyhound. 

A heartfelt blessing for Danielle 
Hill’s two guinea pigs. 

Good St. Francis, you loved all of God's creatures. 

To you they were your brothers and sisters. 

Help us to follow your example 

of treating every living thing with kindness. 

St. Francis, Patron Saint of animals, 

watch over my pet 

and keep my companion safe and healthy. Amen. 
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For All the Saints  
It is a tradition on All Saints’ Day to remember and give 

thanks for all those we love but see no longer. We will 

honor all our saints in two different ways on Sunday, 

November 6. You may choose to have a loved one 

listed in the Sunday leaflet and for those who have 

died since November 2010 you may choose to have 

them named aloud in the midst of the service. Please 

email your list of loved ones to the church office 

(stpeter654@aol.com) and indicate whether you wish 

to have them named in the service.  

 

Gluten-Free Wafers Available  
We now have gluten-free wafers available for 

parishioners who are gluten intolerant. Please let Kathy 

Domenic, Chair of the Altar Guild, know if you’d like to 

receive one during the Eucharist. The Altar Guild will 

only put out a certain number of wafers for each 

service. Thank you! 

 

Community Thanksgiving Service  
The Glenside Community Thanksgiving Service will 

take place on Tuesday, November 22nd at St. Luke’s 

Roman Catholic Church at 7:30 p.m. All are invited to 

attend.  

Advent Wreath - Making 
November 27

th
 is the first Sunday of Advent. On that 

day, we will be making advent wreaths for our homes. 
Everyone – from youngest to oldest – is invited to 
come to the Parish Hall after the 10 a.m. service to 
create a wreath. 
 
The advent wreath is a lovely  
custom. You can place this  
wreath of fresh greens and four  
candles (one for each Sunday of  
Advent) on your dining table or  
a side table, in an entry way or  
in your kitchen. Put it anywhere  
that your family and guests can  
see it and be reminded that in this dark mid-winter 
season we await the coming of God’s light. 
 
Please watch for the sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall. 
We want to be prepared for those who will need a 
wreath form or candles. The greens will be provided or 
you can bring your own. It’s also a good idea to bring 
small pruning clippers if you have them 
 
Note that the Living Well program will take place as 
usual at 9 a.m. that Sunday. 

 

 
 
 

&ÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÒ ÔÏ 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
 

Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24th): 
 5 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist 
 9:30 p.m. Music Program and Holy Eucharist 
Christmas Day (Sunday, December 25th): 
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist (one service) 

 
 
 

 And donȭt forget 
 Christmas Pageant is coming! 
 Watch the NET and leaflets for rehearsal details 

 
 
  

Worship 

mailto:stpeter654@aol.com
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Celebration of the J2A Pilgrimage 
On Sunday, October 2, St. Peter’s celebrated the J2A 

Pilgrims, who travelled to Italy this summer. The 

pilgrims shared some of the highlights of their trip with 

the congregation both in a presentation at 9 a.m. in the 

Parish Hall and during sermon time at the 10 a.m. 

service. We are so proud of these wonderful young 

people and their parents. We also give thanks for the 

J2A mentors who accompanied the pilgrims on their 

trip: Rick DeKalb, Kelli Gottemoller, Dave Mosteller, and 

the Rev. Emily Richards Our thanks to Mike Levin for 

providing the photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Book Study  
The Book Study Group has completed the first part of 
their reflections on Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in 

the World. Meetings will pick up again during Lent. 
Members of the group are: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Faith Formation 

Taking part in the celebration service are 
J2A-ers (above, l. to r.) Jessie Levin, 
Caity Williams, and Abby O’Keefe; and 
(left) Sierra Brennan 

[l. to r.] Rick Pearce (moderator), Melissa 
Olson, Cathy Kress, Larry Sibley, Lois 
Sibley 

[l. to r.] Shirley Smith, Sam Hogg, Carol 
Boyle, Joanna Hutton-Hogg, Emily 
Beamreich, Dianne Moore, and Calvin 
Haas (not in photo). 
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!ÄÕÌÔ )ÎÑÕÉÒÅÒÓȭ #ÌÁÓÓ 4ÈÉÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 
 
An Inquirers’ Class will be offered for 

all members (newcomers and life-long 

Episcopalians) who wish to learn more 

about this faith 

community in 

which they 

worship and serve. At the end 

of the class, members who have 

never participated in the Rite of 

Confirmation and wish to do so 

will be prepared. Emily will lead 

discussions on topics such as: 

Church History, The Anglican 

Approach to Scripture, Using 

the Prayer Book, and the 

Structure of the Episcopal 

Church. If you are interested in 

participating in this class or would like more 

information, please contact Emily at 

rectoremily@aol.com. 

 

New Books in 3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ Library! 
If you are looking for a good book to read, try our 

church library! Here are three suggestions. 

 

Consider A Bus of My Own, a 

memoir by Jim Lehrer. Yes, he’s the 

one on channel 12’s PBS NewsHour. 

Before he was on TV, Jim was a 

newspaperman, a Marine, a ticket 

agent, and earlier, a boy who grew 

up in Kansas and Texas, where his 

dad ran a local bus company. One of 

Jim’s favorite impressive tricks was 

to be able to announce to anyone who would listen all 

the stops on one of the bus lines. But he always longed 

to have a bus of his own. Read to find out if he 

accomplished that. Eventually Jim had a heart attack, 

and recovered and is again on TV as a newsman. I think 

his book will make you laugh out loud many times, as 

it did me. 

  

At the Still Point (a Paraclete Book) is a collection of 

prayers, Scripture passages and readings from a wide 

variety of well-known authors. Very useful for personal 

prayer and reflection during these weeks of Ordinary 

Time, the 29 or so weeks between Pentecost and 

Advent. Compiled by Sarah Arthur. The good thing is 

that all the readings are right there, you don't have to 

look for them. For more 

http://www.saraharthur.info/?page_id=13   

  

Celebrating Advent by Ann Hibbard (Revell/Baker 

Books) is full of ideas for family devotions and activities 

during Advent and the Christmas Season. There are 

instructions for making an Advent Banner, a Jesse Tree 

and an Advent Wreath, along with symbol patterns and 

a selection of Christmas songs and carols. 

— Lois Sibley 

 

Living Well Program  
You are invited to share your voice in the Living Well 

Program! The remaining topics are ―Forgiving,‖ ―Dying 

Well,‖ ―Caring for the Body,‖ ―Participating in 

Community‖ and ―Transforming the World.‖ Anyone 

and everyone is welcome to participate in the planning 

and leading process. Please see Jess Miller with any 

questions or if you are interested in sharing. Many 

thanks to Debbie DeKalb 

and John Sanford for 

sharing in October!  

 

As we enter November, 

we begin a three-part 

Living Well series on 

―Prayer.‖ Come on 

Sundays at 9 a.m. and reflect with us on Living Well 

each day. 

— Jess Miller 

 

Thank You to All for Supporting ECS  
The total given by members of St. Peter’s Church to our 

annual drive for Episcopal Community Services (ECS) in 

October was $1,574. St. Peter’s thanks all who gave to 

this remarkable organization which does so much 

good for children, the homeless, the elderly, and the 

poor in the Philadelphia area. 

 

 

Faith Formation 

Find out what the 

three -legged stool 

symbolizes in the 

Episcopal tradition.  

http://www.saraharthur.info/?page_id=13
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/bus-of-my-own-jim-lehrer/1005624476
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What Steve Jobs Can Teach the Church 
Reprinted with permission of the Anglican Journal. 

 
"Stay hungry. Stay foolish." Those words could have been 
spoken by Jesus, but they were uttered by Steve Jobs at the 
Stanford University commencement in June 2005. He was 
citing from the final issue of The Whole Earth Catalogue, one 
of the bibles of his generation back in the 1960s and early 
'70s. 
 
Steve Jobs was a very complex person. He was a Buddhist 
and a visionary, almost a mystic, whose most exhilarating 
experience was walking in a Zen garden in Kyoto, Japan. 
Intellectually, he was an innovator and inventor, ranking with 
the likes of Henry Ford and Thomas Edison. 
Temperamentally, he was a free spirit who integrated his love 
of design with technology in a user-friendly way. He was not 
perfect, to be sure. He could be the best and worst boss at 
the same time. He was something of a bully, firing and 
rehiring people the same day, intense, direct, strong-willed, a 
control freak with a binary view of the world. He did not 
suffer fools gladly, did not enjoy small talk and would turn off 
people who did not interest him. His management style will 
never be touted in leadership books. He would not make a 
good parish priest, nor would he fit well into most churches, 
especially ones with lots of rules and regulations. 
 
And yet, I greatly admire Steve Jobs and will miss him, even 
though we never personally met. I especially appreciate his 
conviction that we are on this earth for a limited time, that 
we will someday die and that others will take our place. For 
Jobs, this meant making the most of life while we can; living 
passionately, intentionally and deliberately; not wasting or 
squandering our precious time. 
 
Jobs told the Stanford graduates: "Your time is limited, 
so don't waste it living someone else's life. Don't be 
trapped by dogma — which is living with the results of 
other people's thinking. Don't let the noise of others’ 
opinions drown out your inner voice. And most important, 
have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They 
somehow already know what you truly want to become. 
Everything else is secondary." In Steve Jobs' words, we hear 
echoes of Ralph Waldo Emerson and the New England 
Transcendentalists. His personal and business philosophy 
went beyond the boundaries of conventional thinking. He 
would not use the past to shape the future. He didn't drive 
his company by looking into the rearview mirror. He didn't 
settle for doing what others already knew—only better. 
 
Instead, he managed to fuse a core business with disruptive 
innovation. He combined the intellectual with the artistic. He 
balanced the rational with the lunatic. He refused to admit 
that something was impossible only because it had not yet 
been done. He found ways where there was no way, because 
life for him was about possibilities, not limitations. 
 

Steve Jobs understood the paradox that disruptive 
innovation is essential to any healthy, growing 
organization. When he returned to Apple, he developed an 
ad that said: "Here's to the crazy ones. The misfits. The rebels. 
The troublemakers. The round pegs in the square holes. The 
ones who see things differently. They're not fond of rules. 
And they have no respect for the status quo. You can quote 
them, disagree with them, glorify or vilify them. About the 
only thing you can't do is ignore them. Because they change 
things. They push the human race forward. And while some 
may see them as the crazy ones, we see genius. Because the 
people who are crazy enough to think they can change the 
world, are the ones who do." 
 
The problem with being a rebel, a misfit, a troublemaker is 
that you are not likely to be cheered by the authorities. 
Consider Martin Luther King or Mahatma Gandhi and the 
dissension they caused in their communities. Consider the 
many theologians and scientists who were condemned by 
the church — Galileo in the 17th century, Darwin in the 19th 
century and Teilhard de Chardin in the 20th century. 
 
Even Steve Jobs was lambasted before he was praised. It took 
him years to come up with a turnaround strategy that 
showed what Apple could do. People tend to forget the years 
between 1996 and 2001, when much of the market called 
him more insane, than insanely great. 
 
So, what might churches learn from Steve Jobs at this 
moment in history as we struggle to do ministry in a 
rapidly changing world? Here are six insights to reflect 
upon. First, be open to the Holy Spirit, to God's plan for 
new times and seasons, and to the Spirit's working in the 
world. 
 
Steve Jobs was able to see things in a way that other people 
did not. His biographer Walter Isaacson refers to him as a 
"visionary" — and that he was.  Christians have the Holy 
Spirit to help us see clearly, discern our choices and act 
courageously into the future. In the Spirit we can make Jesus 
central to everything we do as a church, and everything else 
secondary. We can re-examine the assumptions in how we 
do ministry. We can overcome "hardening of the categories" 
by getting rid of the traditions that no longer make sense. 
Instead of asking, "What are we going to lose by moving into 
God's new times and seasons?" we can ask, "What is the 
kingdom of God going to gain?" Or, to put it another way, 
"How can the church position itself to respond to what God 
is doing in the world?" 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 

 
 

Faith Formation 
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(continued from page 9) 
Second, master unlearning. Not everything we learned is 
wrong or outdated, but we live in a world where yesterday's 
successes are tomorrow's failures. We need to be flexible, 
agile and ready to move beyond conventional ways of 
thinking and doing ministry. We need to reshape tradition to 
the present context of ministry rather than be stuck in the 
past. In a world going at warp speed, only the fast survive. 
Steve Jobs knew this. In January 2007, while unveiling the 
iPhone, he made a very telling comment about his business 
philosophy. He said, "There's an old Wayne Gretzky quote 
that I love — 'I skate to where the puck is going to be, not to 
where it has been.' And we've always tried to do that at 
Apple, since the very, very beginning. And we always will." 
Could the church do the same? 
 
Third, be willing to look beyond the church for answers. 
The knowledge we need for the future may not exist inside 
the church. If we believe that the Spirit is at work in the world 
as well as the church, then the world may have something to 
teach us about how we do church. Jobs never was ashamed 
to look beyond Apple for innovations that he could make 
better. When everyone was praising the invention of the e-
Reader, Apple came out with the iPad. Jobs not only made 
something better, he transformed it into a revolutionary new 
product with multiple uses. Might we in the Anglican church 
look to non-Anglican churches and even secular 
organizations for ways to improve our mission and ministry? 
We don't have to accept their message, but we can learn 
from their methods. 
 
Fourth, experiment, fail and try again. Steve Jobs 
understood that the future will not look like the past, nor can 
anyone fully predict the future. Charting new paths, even in 
failure, became characteristic of his way of moving forward. 
For the church, there is no clear strategy to take us into the 
future. We see the future dimly, and no one is likely to get it 
right the first time. So why not allow parishes to be places of 
exploration, trying new things, taking risks, experimenting 
and even accepting failure as a way of learning new ways of 
doing ministry? Institutionally, this means becoming 
permission-giving rather than permission-denying, because 
there is no one-size-fits-all approach anymore. Consensus in 
synods, or even among bishops, seldom represents the 
cutting edge. Instead, we need to listen to the voices on the 
margin and not just the mainstream, because often the 
answers we seek will come from places we least expect to 
find them. 

 
Fifth, expect the uncomfortable. To minister effectively in a 
secular, post-modern, post-Christian world means that at 
some point we can't keep doing what got us here. Remember 
Einstein's famous maxim: "Insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting a different result." We 
need to step out in faith, move beyond our comfort zone, 
look into the lens of the future and imagine what could be. 
Safety, security and the status quo lead only to death. Today 
it is not enough to manage an institution. We must also lead 
a movement. If we only manage yesterday's church, we forfeit 
the opportunity to shape tomorrow's Christians. 
 
Lastly, maintain your passion. By passion, I mean holding 
on to what you love. Steve Jobs, reflecting on the days after 
he was fired from the company he built, told the Stanford 
graduates: "Don't lose faith. I'm convinced that the only thing 
that kept me going was that I loved what I did. You've got to 
find what you love. And that is as true for your work as it is 
for your lovers. Your work is going to fill a large part of your 
life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you 
believe is great work. And the only way to do great work is to 
love what you do." 
 
Do you remember Steve Jobs' famous conversation with John 
Sculley, the one that brought him to Apple? Sculley, who 
then worked for Pepsi-Cola, told Jobs he could not accept his 
offer to join the company. Jobs confronted Sculley with a 
crucial choice: "Do you want to spend the rest of your life 
selling sugared water, or do you want a chance to change the 
world?" Translation: Do you really want to spend the rest of 
your days on work that fails to inspire, or stuff that fails to 
count, for reasons that fail to touch the soul of anyone? The 
question knocked the wind out of Sculley, and he went on to 
join Apple.  
 
That's the challenge before us in the Anglican Communion. 

Do we want to continue to live just somehow, or would we 

like, in Christ's name, to live triumphantly and be part of 

changing the world, our lives, and the lives of others? The 

ball is in our court. Hit it back—or let it die there bouncing 

slowly, slowly, slowly, while we hesitate and procrastinate. 

Steve Jobs knew what to do — and he did it with love, 

passion and gusto. What about us?  

— The Rev. Gary Nicolosi is the rector at St. James 
Westminster Anglican Church in London, Ontario.  

 

 
 

 Jobs rests on a flight to the Macworld Expo in Boston  

 in 1997, the year he took back the reins at Apple after  

 a 12-year hiatus 

 Read more: http://lightbox.time.com/2011/10/06/ 

in-a-private-light-diana-walkers-photos-of-steve-jobs/ 

#ixzz1cDk6GF00  

 

Faith Formation 

http://lightbox.time.com/2011/10/06/in-a-private-light-diana-walkers-photos-of-steve-jobs/#ixzz1cDk6GF00
http://lightbox.time.com/2011/10/06/in-a-private-light-diana-walkers-photos-of-steve-jobs/#ixzz1cDk6GF00
http://lightbox.time.com/2011/10/06/in-a-private-light-diana-walkers-photos-of-steve-jobs/#ixzz1cDk6GF00
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Born in November  
1 Gayle O’Keefe 
3 Miriam Rose  
4 Caity Williams 
5 Bill Bacon 
 Tim Hartung 
12 Bernie Heebner 
 Linda Matt 
 Larry Sibley 
13 Ruth Martin 
 Bill Roth 
 Willow Neske  
14 Richard Macomber 
16 Sue Magill 
17 Lisa Donahue 
18 Tucker Barefoot 
20 Alexis Giovinazzo  
21 Matthew Schmidt 
22 Tess Miller 
 Madeline Stackhouse 
24 Heather Farnell 
26 Ellen Ivory McBennett 
28 Braya Pugh 
29 Peter Gottemoller 

  
November Anniversaries  
3 Polly & George Luskus (27) 
5 Amy & Beth Michener-Wall (19)  
14 Debbie & Mike Ryan (41) 
17 Linda & Frank Toia (27) 
18 Audrey & David Kipphut (33) 
 
 
 
  

Community 

A Gift in Memory of Adele McLean 
October 6, 2011  

Dear Reverend Richards,  

 Earlier this year, you officiated at my auntôs 

Celebration of Life. The church congr egation 

knew her a s Adele McLean. I grew up always 

loving her as my Aunt Lynn.  

 I was unable to travel to Pennsylvania to 

attend her service and have been waiting for 

the bulbs at a nearby tulip farm to be harvested 

so that I may send some to be planted in  her 

memory. When she would come to Oregon to 

visit, Aunt Lynn would talk about how pretty 

the farm area is near my home.  

 It is my hope that these can be planted in a 

garden at St. Peterôs so they can bloom in her 

memory each spring.  

With kind regards,  

Jane McLean Wilson  

 

A Christmas Carol 
A Christmas Carol will be presented by Willow Manor 

Players in the Abington Jr. High School Little Theater on 

November 11, 12, 18 & 19. Curtain time is:  

• Fridays at 8 p.m. and  

• Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.  

Willow Manor is entering our 50th year of performing 

musicals in order to fund an annual Scholarship, which 

is awarded to a local graduating senior. I have had the 

pleasure of being involved with this group on several 

levels for 7 years now, and we are very pleased to have 

added Alice Michener-Wall to our cast for this year's 

production! I have heard it said that the quality of our 

productions rivals Broadway. I invite you all to come 

and make up your own minds! 

— Debbie DeKalb 

http://www.willowmanorplayers.org/index.html  

http://www.willowmanorplayers.org/index.html
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Womenȭs Group Events 
Our next Women's Dinner is Friday, November 4th at 

6:00 p.m. We will have pizza for dinner so all of you 

Pumpkin and Rummage workers can continue to 

recover!! Please sign up in the Parish Hall. The cost is 

$5 per person. We are looking for 5 or 6 of you to 

bring a salad (if you bring a salad, you won’t be 

charged for pizza). I hope you can join us for an 

evening out and reconnecting with friends!! 

 

We will discuss two possible group events: (1) to see ―A 

Christmas Carol‖ featuring our own Debbie DeKalb and 

Alice Michener-Wall at Abington Jr. High, and (2) this 

year’s dance performance by Delphine Spencer’s Dance 

Del Bello. 

— Polly Luskus 

 

Updating the Parish Directory 
This fall I will be working on updating the parish 

directory. A new one will be printed at the beginning 

of 2012. If you have a new address or phone number, 

please send it to my email lindamatt007@comcast.net  

Also, we plan to put email addresses in the 2012 

directory. If you do NOT want your email published, 

please let me know. Otherwise, it will be included. 

Thank you!  

— Linda Matt 

 

Correction 
In the October issue of the NET, we inadvertently 

misspelled Cathy Kress’s name. So we take this 

opportunity to apologize and to mention once again 

Cathy’s wonderful blog.  

 http://momentaryjoy.blogspot.com/ 
 

 

 

 

Please join Emily, Daniel, and Maggie 

 

On the fourth of December 

For an Advent Open House 

At St. Peterõs Rectory 
 

From four oõclock 

Until seven oõclock 
 

 

 

  

Community 

mailto:lindamatt007@comcast.net
http://momentaryjoy.blogspot.com/
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Rummage Rocks!  
We had a hugely successful rummage sale in October. 

We had some very generous donations from our 

congregation. Thursday night's "Friends and Family" 

sale was well attended and raised $1,000 for our flood 

remediation work. The public sales on Friday and 

Saturday, brought lots of folks thru our doors who 

consistently comment on how they think we have the 

best sale in the area based on selection and the 

friendliness of our staff. In total, we took in $4,378, 

which is an all time high! THANK YOU to a great 

volunteer crew and a special tip of the hat to Joe 

Pavlovich, our caretaker, who went above and beyond 

to help out! Please thank him when you see him. 

 

Please Help Foster Children  
This December, my Girl Scout Troop 71487 is going to 

have a Christmas luncheon for foster children. This will 

be the second year my troop will do this. There are 

arts-and-crafts, games, and tons of fun. The day ends 

with a special surprise; a visit from Santa Claus himself. 

Each child is given an early Christmas gift.  

 

The luncheon is going to be held in December at the 

VFW on Jenkintown Road in Glenside. There will be at 

least 100 people including parents, siblings, helpers, 

and the children themselves. Sadly, some of the 

children are terminally ill. Therefore, we wish to make 

the party great by giving them a good time and lots of 

love. 

 

My teammate Maggi and I are planning to raise money 

for nine kids each, a total of 18 children. Each child will 

receive gifts totaling forty dollars. This means we must 

raise at least $720.00.  

 

Would you please consider helping me and my 

teammate? On Sunday, November 6, we will be doing 

a Panera’s Bread Sunday. We are also hoping to raffle 

off a couple of gift baskets. Please stop by our table 

after church on Sunday to see the poster of last year's 

event. Hope you can help for a really good cause. 

 

If you would like more information, please contact me 

at (215) 886-2821 or by email hnnhcllns2@gmail.com. 

Thank you! 

— Hannah Collins 

 

Thank You from ERD 
Episcopal Relief & Development sends the following: 

Thank you for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church’s generous 

contribution of $500 to Episcopal Relief & Development. 

Your gift was designated for the Global Needs Fund, which 

allows us to direct help where it is needed the most. All of 

our programs address one or more of the Millennium 

Development Goals, fighting poverty and disease worldwide. 

 

Through your generosity, lives are saved and communities 

are transformed. We work in partnership with the worldwide 

Church and those we serve, to eliminate poverty and ensure 

that all people can live with dignity. In Africa, Asia, Latin 

America and the Middle East, we are supporting local 

programs that alleviate hunger, promote health, create 

economic opportunities and respond to disasters. 

 

ERD works with more than 3 million people in over 40 

countries. We are helping to ensure that families have access 

to a stable, long-term food supply. Our programs also 

prevent disease through education, vaccinations and 

mosquito nets, lift up women through micro-finance 

opportunities and help rehabilitate communities after 

disasters. We couldn’t do this important work without your 

compassionate support. 

 

To learn more about our programs, please visit www.er-d.org. 

… In partnership, we are healing a hurting world. 

Faithfully, 

Robert W. Radtke, President 

 
 

 Sandwich Makers  

 will meet on Friday, Nov . 25  

 at 7 p.m. in St. Peter õs kitchen  
  

Outreach 

mailto:hnnhcllns2@gmail.com
http://www.er-d.org/
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Patõs Cookies 
When you plan your Christmas cookie baking this year, 
please set some aside for Pat’s Cookies. You can leave 
your cookies in St. Peter’s kitchen during the week of 
December 11

th
. Be sure to clearly mark them ―Pat’s 

Cookies.‖ The packages will be made up on Saturday, 

December 17
th 

and our youth groups will deliver a can 
of cookies, Christmas cards, and pictures to our home-
bound members. Questions? Please contact Mary 
Couch (215-293-9071). 

 
 

Unloading the Pumpkins  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Outreach 

We’ll have results of the Pumpkin 
Patch project in the December NET. 
Thank you one and all for your 
inspiring support! Thank you Frank 
Toia for providing the photos. 
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3ÔȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ "ÕÄÇÅÔ 
January ɀ September 2011 

 Actual Budget $ Over Budget 

Income 
   

Operating Income 67,915.13 65,182.45 2,732.68 

Pledges 139,264.26 136,000.00 3,264.26 

Total Income 207,179.39 201,182.45 5,996.94 

Expense 
   

Administrative Expenses 13,343.94 11,787.58 1,556.36 

Budgeted Contributions 21,312.00 21,529.97 -217.97 

Personnel Expenses 139,454.98 142,625.08 -3,170.10 

Programs Expense 8,859.00 11,887.56 -3,028.56 

Property Expense 74,765.58 59,903.76 14,861.82 

Total Expense 257,735.50 247,733.95 10,001.55 

-50,556.11 -46,551.50 -4,004.61 

 
Maintaining St. Peter’s Operating Budget for the first 

three quarters of 2011 was challenging. This year we 

experienced staff turnover, unexpected building repairs 

and escalating energy costs. With all these obstacles, 

we managed to stay on track with a small deficit 

increase of $4,004.61. I am confident that we can 

further reduce our deficit by the end of the year and 

meet our budgetary goals. Currently, the Finance and 

Property Committees are joining forces to work on 

bringing down our energy costs. We are in the process 

of getting an energy audit that will focus on oil and 

gas consumption, which are our most costly utilities.   

 

As you can see, our pledges and operating income are 

over budget by $5,996.94. Let’s keep up the good work 

and continue to work together to make St. Peter’s 

fiscally strong. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

— Carole DeKalb, Accounting Warden 

 

Note: Operating income includes rentals and 

investment income. Budgeted contributions are 

contributions St. Peter’s makes to the Diocese to 

support diocesan programs. 

Fall Cleanup Day  
Saturday November 12

th
 is clean-up day. Please come and give us a helping hand in cleaning 

this Fall. If weather permits, some outside work may be available, but we really need help 

vacuuming out the heat registers in the parish hall and church, which may help reduce 

heating costs as well as cleaning around some of the hidden lights in the church. We could 

use people with hand held vacuums. The church floor needs a touch up from scuff marks as 

well. Please come and give us an hour or two to help. Many hands make light work.  

— Thanks from the Property Committee 

 

Gridlock at St. Peterȭs? 
The first time you get stuck in the 12 o'clock pick-up time for Kid View can be difficult. It 

happened to me recently. There were 5 cars in front of me, 5 cars in back of me and I was stuck. If 

you need to come to the church on a week day for one reason or another, try not to come 

between 11:45 and 12:15 noontime, as that is daily pick-up time for Kid View parents and kids to 

get together again. If you forget, you may have to wait in line for awhile. Be patient, please... 

Stewardship 
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 Rooted in Love,  

 Growing through Godõs Grace, 

 Reaching Out to All.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
654 N. Easton Road 
Glenside, PA 19038 
 

Save the Date!  
Nov. 4:  Womenõs Dinner, 6 pm 

Nov. 6: All Saintsõ Sunday/Paneraõs Bread 

Nov. 8:  Election Day 

Nov. 12 : Fall Clean-up Day 

Nov. 13: Stewardship In - gathering Sunday  

Nov. 17:  Taizé Prayer Service, 7 pm 

Nov. 20:  Guatemala Sunday 

 Evening Youth Event & Worship, 6 pm 

Nov. 24:  Happy Thanksgiving  

Nov. 25 : Sandwich Makers 7 pm 

Nov. 27:  First Sunday of Advent  

 Advent Wreath-Making, 11:30 am 

Nov. 28:  Advent Evening Prayer, 5:15 pm, 

 (Monday-Friday, today through Dec. 23) 

Dec. 9: Womenõs Dinner, 6 pm 

Dec. 15: Taizé Prayer Service, 7 pm 

Dec. 18: Packing of Patõs Cookies/Youth Group 

  Caroling and Delivering Cookies 

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve  (5 & 9:30 pm)  

Dec. 25: Christmas  Day (11 am)  


