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Second Sunday of Advent to the Third Sunday after the Epiphany

December 2011/January 2012

The Season of Holy Anticipation

Holy Anticipation: that breathtaking space in-between what has been, what is, and

what is to come. ~Pamela C. Hawkins

Imagine Mary, no longer a child and yet not quite a
woman, receiving the strange news from a celestial
visitor that she is to give birth to God'’s only son. For
nine months Mary waits with holy anticipation for the
birth of her son, of God's son. A young woman is
preparing for her child and yet also preparing for the
Messiah. "What will he look like?
What will he be like? How will he
be mine? What does this all mean
for me, for the world?” she
ponders. Feelings of excitement
and fear, hope and expectation fill
her heart. And yet these feelings
don't disappear with her child’s
birth. This holy anticipation
follows her throughout her life. As
she watches her boy grow into a
man, then preach to thousands,
heal the sick, turn water into wine,

what is, and what is to come. We find ourselves waiting
to hear about whether we got the job or not, waiting to
hear the diagnosis from the oncologist, waiting to
receive that college acceptance letter, waiting for the
grief to lessen, waiting for a marriage proposal, waiting
to save up enough money to buy the house, waiting
for the adoption to be finalized,
waiting for retirement, waiting for our
children to return home from school,
waiting and waiting and waiting. Much
of our lives, like Mary's, are filled with a
sense of holy anticipation. This
anticipation is exciting and wonderful.
It can also be terrifying. As we are
caught up in that breathtaking space,
we are surprised to discover that God
dwells there with us. In fact, it is often
when we are living on the edge of
possibility with a heightened sense of

and as she follows him to Jerusalem, standing at the
foot of the cross, Mary continues to be caught up in
that breathtaking space in-between what has been,
what is, and what is to come, drawn to the edge of
possibility, eyes wide and breath held.

In this Advent season, we too experience a holy
anticipation, waiting and watching for the coming of
the Christ child to be born anew among us. Whether
we care to admit it or not, we often find ourselves in
that breathtaking space in-between what has been,

anticipation that we become recipients of God's
promises and bearers of God's good news. This is the
miracle we celebrate in Advent and Christmas, the
miracle not only witnessed in Mary's life, but in each of
ours.

"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you,” the
angel said. "Do not be afraid, for you have found favor
with God.”

— Emily+
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Vestry News
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each month for the
following month’s NET

Vestry Affirmations

We end each vestry meeting by acknowledging those parishioners or staff members
who have given of their time and talents over the past month for the sake of the
ministry of St. Peter’s. At our November meeting, we affirmed and acknowledged the
hard work of Roxanne Walter and Helen Collins as our Pumpkin Patch Co-Chairs, Katie
Farina, Pumpkin Patch Volunteer Extraordinaire, and the entire Pumpkin Patch
Committee and volunteers.

We also gave thanks to Kate Boyce, Jeanne Robson and all the Rummage Sale
volunteers for a record-breaking fall sale.

And finally, we acknowledged Ken Rose for his wonderful Stewardship Sermon. Please
thank all these folks for their ministries among us.
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December/January Highlights

Christmas Services
We invite you to come to our Christmas services on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day, which falls on Sunday this year.

Bring family and friends—all are welcome!

Christmas Eve - December 24"
5 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist
9:30 p.m. Christmas Music Program
10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Carols and Holy Eucharist

Christmas Day - December 25"
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Services on New Year’s Day and Epiphany

0
~% New Year's Day - January 1*
/ (no 8 a.m. service today)
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Feast of Our Lord’s Baptism - January 8"
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Baptisms

130t Celebration on January 15t
Worship. In 1881, Russell Smith gave the plot of land on which our congregation’s first wood
frame church was built. The building was funded by Thomas Smith (no relation to Russell)
and completed in early December. The first worship service was held on Christmas Day in
1881 at 3:00 p.m. To honor and celebrate our 130" we are planning a special celebration for
Sunday, January 15. At both the 8 a.m. and the 10 a.m. services, we will be using the 1789
Book of Common Prayer and singing hymns which came from that time period, as well. Long-
time members of the parish will share their stories and memories over the years.

All Parish Meeting and Potluck. After the 10 a.m. service, we will have an all parish meeting
like we did last January. At this gathering, Dave Kipphut will give us an update on the work of
the Vestry; Carole DeKalb will give a report on the 2012 budget; our two newest staff
members, Joe Pavlovich and Nancy Price, will be introduced; and Rob DeKalb will give a
presentation on the Worship Renewal team’s report. We will finish off this special day with a
parish-wide potluck, enjoying a time of fellowship for all ages.

Annie Swafford will provide childcare in our nursery and Jess Miller is planning surprise
activities around the theme of our 130th anniversary for our children and youth while the

meeting is taking place.

Please bring your families and friends to this special celebration!
— Emily+
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Worship

Worship Opportunities in Advent

Evening Prayer

November 28-December 23
Monday through Friday at 5: 15 p.m. in the chapel.
Come join Emily and your fellow parishioners for this 25-minute service of
prayer, scripture reading, and quiet contemplation.

Taizé Eucharist

Sunday, December 11" at 10 a.m.
A special Eucharist, patterned after the worship services
of the Taizé community in France.
It will include silence, meditative singing, quiet contemplation,
scripture reading, and prayer.

Taizé Service

Thursday, December 15" at 7 p.m.
This is our monthly service which will focus on
Advent themes, prayers and meditative singing.

Lessons and Carols Service

Sunday, December 18" at 10 a.m.
This service is based on one that has been sung annually since 1918
at King’s College Chapel in Cambridge, England.
Through music and Scripture readings, the service
explores the meaning of the season:
the longing for the Messiah and the realization of that hope
found in the Incarnation of Christ.

Blue Christmas Service

Sunday, December 18" at 7 p.m.

This is a quiet, contemplative candlelight service of prayers, scripture and music.
It allows the opportunity to be in God’s presence for those of us who mourn, or
who simply feel a need to await the coming of the Christ Child
in contemplation and solemnity.

Please join us in this service of quiet reflection,
remembrance, comfort and hope.
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Worship

Advent & Christmas Singers
Interested in singing some
Advent and Christmas choral
music? The Choir is extending
an open invitation to the
congregation to join for any
service in the upcoming
seasons. All voice parts and
skill levels are welcome. The
choir normally rehearses on Thursday evenings from
7:15 - 9:15 (with the exception of the third Thursday of
each month, when rehearsal runs from 8:00 - 9:15).
There will be a special rehearsal on Sunday, December
4 from 12:00 - 1:00, in preparation for the Lessons and
Carols service on December 18 as well as the
Christmas Eve service. Please speak to the music
director or any choir member if you have questions.

— Stan Fink

Adult Inquirers’ Class This Winter

The Adult Inquirers’ Class will
meet on Wednesday evenings
at the Rectory from 7:30-9
p.m. beginning January 11 and
concluding on February 8.
Please let Emily know if you
will be joining the class!

Worship Announcements

Christmas Poinsettias: are given to the glory of God
and offered in memory of or in thanksgiving for loved
ones each year. After Christmas the plants are taken to
our homebound members. If you would like to make a
contribution for poinsettias, please fill out an altar
flower form located outside of the Accounting Office
and place it in Carole DeKalb’s mailbox. Thank you!

Gluten-Free Wafers Available: We now have gluten-
free wafers available for parishioners who are gluten
intolerant. Please let Kathy Domenic, Chair of the Altar
Guild, know if you'd like to receive one during the
Eucharist. The Altar Guild will only put out the
requested number of wafers for each service. Thank
you!

The Greening of the Church - Please join members of
the Altar Guild on Sunday, December 18, following the
10 a.m. service as we prepare the sanctuary for the
solemnities of Christmas.

A New Service for Families in Lent
Jess and | are planning a special worship opportunity
for the season of Lent. We will be offering a 45-minute
informal, Eucharist at 5 p.m. geared towards kids and
families on Sunday evenings. We will meet in the
parish hall and the service will be very interactive with
involvement by all. The music will be lead by Jonathan
Bojan and Donna Bernini-Martin. Even though the
service will be geared towards our kids, all are welcome
to participate! Following the service, we will share in a
potluck each week and fun games and activities will be
led by Jess.

— Emily+
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Faith Formation

Living Well Program Update

| cannot offer enough thanks and praise to all of you
who have helped with and taken part in the Living Well
program. Unfortunately it is not working for families
and children and therefore | cannot continue to plan,
lead and guide the Living Well program the same way |
did this Fall. There will still be a program at 9:00 a.m.
and | encourage all of you who have been coming
regularly to keep at it! The Adult Education team and |
will figure out a plan for the upcoming year since the
vast majority of you attending the program are adults.

In the meantime | have noticed a need for me to focus
on the youth during our worship time. The younger
children are engaged with Godly Play but the Older
Elementary age and Rite 13 groups are not
participating in worship and do not have an alternative.
| will be offering a space for these older youth to come,
talk about and plan their own worship during the first
part of the service. | will be doing this every Sunday
except the first of the month from January through
March during our 10 a.m. worship.

Peace,

— Jess

New Books in Our Library

If you plan to read a good book during the holiday
season, one of these may be of interest to you:

The Faces of Christ by Jane Williams (yes, she is
Archbishop Rowan Williams's wife) and she has written
a small but lovely book on the stories of Jesus, using
the imaginations and talents of many artists.

Praying with the Earth by John Philip Newell puts
together Scripture, poetry, and prayer and he calls it "A
Prayerbook for Peace.” Using the themes of Jewish,

Christian, and Moslem art traditions, he reminds us
that we share “a spiritual descent” with each other and
though we may be “painfully divided,” our art work has
an "interwovenness” quality.

And again, Celebrating Advent by Ann Hibbard offers
ideas for bringing Christ into your preparations for
Christmas. Besides suggestions for family devotions,
there are also instructions for making an Advent
banner, a Jesse tree, and an Advent wreath.

— Lois Sibley

Advent and Christmas Tracts

These seasonal tracts are now available in our
tract racks:

“"How to Keep Advent” starts off with a
memorable quote from our Godly Play guy,
Jerome Berryman, as he tells readers that the
church knew that people needed to get
ready to enter the Mystery of Christmas, so
they set aside four weeks for that
preparation. That's Advent. Our children
know what it means “to get ready,” and this
tract suggests how families and individuals
might prepare for this rich season in the
church year.

“Christmas Changes Everything” by Richard Schmidt,
just-retired director of Forward Movement Publications,
reminds us that the shepherds on that Judean hillside
so long ago, were surprised by the angel who came to
tell them of the birth of Jesus and that they should go
to Bethlehem to worship him. It began with God, it was
his plan and it changed everything. And it changes us
as we believe in and follow him.

“"Keeping Christmas Alive” is about Epiphany, that is,
celebrating the twelve days of Christmas. On December
26, Christmas is not over. For Christians, Christmas
continues for twelve days, from December 26 until
January 6. This tract offers suggestions for continuing
the celebration of the light of Christ spread throughout
the world, even asking us to reflect on how we might
be a light to the world in the coming year.

— Lois Sibley
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Faith Formation

Christmas Pageant!

It is with much anticipation and excitement (and a bit
of anxiety) that | enter into my first Christmas Season
here at St. Peter’s. | am hoping to find a terrible
Christmas Sweater to incorporate into my month
somehow, so keep your eyes open.

December has always been a busy month for me
because | get to cram my birthday into all of the
holiday festivities. In one week | have to enjoy the two
biggest highlights of my year: Birthday and Christmas.
As a kid | always got upset that | couldn’t have my
birthday outside in the park and when | was growing
up they didn't have any of this “half-birthday” stuff.
And so we come to it, the most eventful month in my
life. Add a Christmas Pageant onto that and Lord
knows what will happen.

Prayers are welcome.

| was never in the Christmas Pageant when | was a kid
so | really don't know what to expect. Emily has

described it as “"Holy Chaos.” With a little luck it will be
awesome. Please encourage your kids to have some
part in the pageant. | will need helpers in all categories.

There is a sign-up sheet on the Bulletin Board in
the hallway for parts and additional Adult helpers.

Oh, and we have a living, breathing baby Jesus. (Just in
case you were worried.)

Practices:

« Saturday, December 10 at 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

« Sunday, December 11 at 11:30 a.m. (This rehearsal is
only for characters with speaking parts.)

« Sunday, December 18 at 11:30 a.m. Dress Rehearsal

The Christmas Pageant will be held on
Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m.
Al participants should arrive by 3:30.

— Jess Miller

Upcoming January Dates for Families and Youth!

January 8th: There will be a meeting right after the
10 a.m. service for families with Children that are
Elementary age. At our last parents meeting we
discussed the extension of Godly Play to our Older
Elementary Children. We need to continue to talk
about what works best for families so that we can offer
effective programs next year. Nursery Care will be
provided as well and we will have Pizza!

January 29th: Youth and Family Night! Instead of
the youth running around the church screaming, we
would like their families to come and run around
screaming too. It's a lot of fun and relieves stress.
Families are invited to come for a Game Night and
Potluck! Bring your favorite group games and a dish to
share.
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Community

December Birthdays

2 Kailey Brennan

3 Carol Boyle
Diane Byers

4 Abby O'Keefe

6 Bill Cochran

7 Lucas Reeves
Patricia Sampson

8 Mike Monserrat
Harrison Reazor

9 Kay Darby

12 Jessie Levin

13 Carson Barefoot
Violet Beebee
Cathy Kress

14 Melissa Monserrat

15 Victor Herbert

16 Danelle Sloan

17 Lou Darwin-Liedtka

18 Jo Ann Conti

19 Alice Michener-Wall

20 Jarrod Gibson
Caroline Williams

23 Joanna Hutton-Hogg
Amy Neske

25 Eugenia Argires

Ifyour birthday

or anniversary

is not listed, it’s not
in our computer.
Please let us know.

December Anniversaries
9 Helen & Steve Collins (11 years)
14 Caroline & Ron Williams (26 years)
28 Emily & Daniel Richards (15 years)

January Birthdays
1  Sandy DeKalb
Anthony Pagnotto
Nicholas Gottemoller
Lois Sibley
Maralyn Bryan
Danielle Farnell
Marilyn Macomber
Joan Schuler
12 Polly Luskus
13 Brigid Rose
15 Lillian Boyce
16 Janet Giovinazzo
17 Kelli Myers-Gottemoller
18 Phyllis Kelley

Frankie Screnci
21 Alyssa Miller

Carole Sweeney
24 Patricia Duffy
26 Rhonda Wilbur
27 Daniel Richards
28 Jim Farnell

oo ~NPN

January Anniversaries

6  Cheryl Austin & Mike Levin (14 years)
8  Lori & Jeff Hill (18 years)

10 Jen & Rob Stackhouse (13 years)

Youth caroling and Pat’s Cookies delivery
to homebound members will take place
after the Pageant Rehearsal on December 18,

Women's Group Christmas Dinner
and Gift Exchange

Please join the Women's Group for our monthly dinner to
celebrate Christmas and the season of giving. The dinner will
be Friday, December 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
RSVPs are a MUST and the cost is $15 per person. Please give
me your money or leave me money in my mailbox at church
NO LATER THAN December 11th, as the meal is being
catered and | need an exact count.

If you wish to participate in our hilarious gift exchange,
please bring a nice wrapped gift worth about $15 to $20.
Give a gift, get a gift!

Please email me at pluskus@gmail or phone me at 215-887-
1652 if you have any questions.
— Polly Luskus
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Announcements

Community Announcements

Soup, Salad and a Song: Please join us on December
10™ at 5:00 p.m. for a rocking good time and bring
either soup or salad or a dessert. Awards will be given
for the best in each category. All are welcome. If you
have any questions, please contact either Anne Gibson
at 215-572-0662 or Helen Collins at 215-886-2821.
Hope to see you there!

Pat’s Christmas Cookies: We'll be making Christmas

packages for our homebound members again this year.

Please plan to bake an extra batch of cookies so you
can add to the bounty. This year the cookies will be
packed on Saturday, December 17, starting at 9:00 a.m.
You can start leaving your donations in the kitchen on
December 11 clearly marked, “"Pat’'s Cookies.” Youth
will deliver the cookies on December 18. Questions?
Please call Mary Couch at 215-293-9071.

Outreach Announcements

The Power of a Gift Card

Sometimes people from the community come to the
church office needing help to purchase food, pay the
rent, or cover the heating bill. The need seems to

increase this time of year—winter is the hardest month.

If you are looking for a good way to help our
neighbors, consider donating a gift card so Emily will
have a way to help people who come to St. Peter's
door for assistance. Cards for Walmart, Target, Giant or
another supermarket are especially useful. You can
leave gift cards in the collection plate, mail them to the
church office, or drop them in Emily’s mailbox in the
Office Hallway.

Also did you know ...? In any month that has a fifth
Sunday, St. Peter’s deposits any loose money given in
the collection plate that day to the Rector's
Discretionary Fund. This fund gives Emily another
resource to help those in need. In 2012, the months of
January, April, July, October, and December have fifth
Sundays. You can also contribute to the Discretionary
Fund by dropping a check in the collection plate; just
write "Rector’s Discretionary Fund” on the memo line.
Just thought you'd like to know.

O

Stewardship Announcements

Pledge cards: If you have not as yet filled out and
turned in your 2012 pledge card, please take the time
to do so. You may put your card in the offertory plate
or in our Accounting Warden, Carole DeKalb's mailbox.
Extra cards can be obtained by contacting the church
office. Thank you to all who have already turned in
their cards.

The Volunteer Office is Open!: The current Meeting
Room (in the hallway by the Church Offices) has been
set up for use by all of the volunteers. It will be open
and available for use each and every day.

Deadline for Announcements: Nancy has requested
that all items for the leaflets, including
announcements, be sent to her no later than Tuesday
morning.

Updating the Parish Directory: This fall | will be
working on updating the parish directory. A new one
will be printed at the beginning of 2012. If you have a
new address or phone number, please send it to my
email -lindamatt007@comcast.net. Also, we plan to
put email addresses in the 2012 directory. If you DO
NOT want your email published, please let me know.
Otherwise, it will be included. Thank you! Linda Matt

The 2011 Diocesan Convention was held at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center, 12th and Arch Streets,
Philadelphia, Saturday, November 5, 2011. Besides
Emily, our delegates this year were Bob Hartung, Carol
Lorentz-Burnett, Laurel Mosteller, and Jenna Link. You
can contact any of them if you have questions about
Convention happenings.
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Outreach

Guatemala Day, 2011

Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me."” (Matthew 25:40)

It seemed as though the Gospel appointed for
November 20th was written for our Guatemala Day
Celebration! And the timing was perfect — the Sunday
before Thanksgiving. There before us the Cornucopia,
the symbol of God's gracious abundance, and
suspended from the altar a banner with photographs
of Guatemalan children and the maxim “Education
has the power to break the chains of poverty.”

Emily introduced two members of the Companion
parish Committee, Pat Duffy and Joani Harkinson,
and each told the story of a typical recipient of
scholarship help from St. Peter’s.

Pat introduced us to Sergio Giovanni Vargas, 16,
(shown above with his grandparents), a high school
accounting student in a nearby institute. When Sergio
was an infant his father abandoned the family, and his
mother, Orbis, was forced to leave Sergio in the care of
her parents so she could go to work on a banana
plantation to earn money so the family could survive.
When Hurricane Mitch destroyed the banana
plantations in 1998, it wiped out Orbis’ steady income.
Sergio’s grandparents, Don Cristobal Vargas and Dofa
Evangelina are in their 70's, both illiterate and very
poor. Don Cristobal grows corn and beans to provide
food for the family and is teaching Sergio how to be a
farmer. For the past year Sergio has been attending
services at San José Episcopal Church. Sergio’s dream is
to finish his studies at the institute, get a job so that he

can help his mother and grandparents, and eventually
go to the university to become a professional
accountant.

Joani told the story of
William Esteban Gonzales
Diaz, 13, (left) in his first
year of basic education
(equivalent to Junior High).
William is the youngest of
five and four years ago their
father was killed tragically
on the highway in front of
the church. His mother

: works on a rubber
plantation, as do most of the men and women of the
area. They have to tap 900 rubber trees every day to
earn the equivalent of eight U.S. dollars. When it rains
they cannot work and they receive no pay. His mother
is afraid that, like his older siblings, William will have to
drop out of school and go to work. William loves
school and dreams of getting enough education to get
a good job and help his whole family.

These stories are not untypical. They are representative
of the approximately fifty girls and boys St. Peter's
helps with partial scholarships, and they illustrate how
vital the opportunity for an education is in that
desperately poor country.

After these two stories, Emily invited us to give
generously to the Guatemala Scholarship fund.
Somehow “Inasmuch as you have done it to the least
of these...." took on new meaning as we had heard
about two of “the least of these”. Contributions on
Guatemala Day brought this year's total to $4,249 with
still a month to reach our goal of $5,000. Contribution
envelopes are available on the Guatemala bulletin
board just outside the Parish Hall. Education really
does have the power to break the chains of poverty.
— Frank Toia
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Outreach

Guatemala Scholarship Fact Sheet

@ Member s of St . Peter 6s @Ch uAr cihP ahratviea Ib esecnh ol ar shi po
providing partial scholarships to about 50 Guatemalan c hi | d experses. Tihe goal is to make it possible
Children in our five companion churches for six years. for the family with some scrimping to keep a child in
school.
@ Guatemalan families must pay for all the
books, school supplies, uniforms, shoes, transportation @ The suggested annual gift to the fund is $150
and incidental expenses for children at all levels. And but people are invited to contribute whatever amount
when Students get to the secondary level, they must will work for them.
pay tuition as well. To send children to school, families
must also forego the financial help their children could @ Including craft sales and donations on
provide in the fields or on the streets shining shoes or Guatemala Day, which totaled $1,024, the fund now
begging. has $4,249 toward our goal of $5,000. The deadline for
the Guatemala school year that begins in January is
@ Our annual goal is $5000 and we have met it Dec. 31, 2011.
or come close to it each year.
@ The gift of a partial scholarship is a wonderful
@ The local clergy, who know the situation way to honor a friend or family member at Christmas.
intimately, determine exactly how the money is Gift cards for this purpose are available on the bulletin
distributed and how thin to spread available resources. board in the hall.
0 Frank Toia

Altar Banner proclaiming
G9RdAzOI GA2Y KI &
the chains of poverty.

Education
Has the

power to
break the

chains of

poverty. Thanks to Frank Toia for the photos.

Guatemda Companion Committee
(seatedl. to r.) Frank Toia, Pat Duffy,
Evelyn Guadalup@ndLinda Toia.  §
(standingl. to r.) Pat Sampson, Joani

Harkinsonpur RectorEmily Richards, J
Shirley SmithandFred Smith.
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Stewardship

Envelopes and Giving

In 1898, St. Peter's, Weldon decided to begin to use
the Envelope System as they called it for collecting
money each service. A number was assigned to each
household and they were given envelopes with the
number on them. Thus any contribution could be fairly
accounted for. In the early history of the church,
finances were tight and one minister even resigned
because he had not been paid for some time. So it is
important that contributions are made on a regular

basis.
. children had small sized

el
s s envelopes and were

A encouraged to place their

77V IIYI\S &= “* money in the envelope.
2! These were collected when
: the children were in Sunday
School.

Over the past decade, administration of the envelopes
became just another task. For people who died, their
numbers were never reassigned and new people
coming in got higher and higher numbers. So when
envelopes were ordered for 2011, they were ordered
for everyone and since the printers don't eliminate
non-used numbers, excess envelopes were received

and stored. Then they were thrown away. We now have
120 boxes of envelopes left over.

We have continued using
envelopes to this day. Even

To stop this wastefulness, the remaining envelopes
from 2011 have been altered. The dates and numbers
have been whitened out. Thus these envelopes can be
used for 2012 and for any account number. In fact, if
you give monthly, the envelopes can last for more than
one year, since there are enough envelopes for a year's
worth of Sundays in each box.

In the interest of good stewardship, being aware, and
refusing to throw away perfectly good envelopes, we

ask that if you need envelopes for 2012, please take a
box when they are made available. Write your account
number on the envelope if you pay by cash or place it
on your check. Help us recycle and reuse what we have.
Unmarked envelopes will also be provided in the pews
and may be used for your contributions to the church.
— Jeanne Robson

THRIFT & GIFT SHOP
HAP PY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
We will close at Saturday at 1 pm on December 24"

and reopen Monday at 10 am on January 2",

We are open Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 am
until 3 pm and Saturdays 10 am until 1 pm. We take
consignments of seasonal items from 10 until 2 on
Mondays only. Donations of items are always
welcome. The profits made from the items goes to St.
Peter's Church as well as to organizations providing
outreach in the area. Consignments can produce a
return of 60% of the sale price to the consignor with
the 40% recorded as a tax deductible donation.

RECYCLE - REUSE - REACH OUT
— Jeanne Robson

New Volunteer Office

The Vestry has decided to turn the Meeting Room (next
to supply closet) into a Volunteer Office. As a result of
changing the office locks, volunteers cannot access the
copier or supplies after 4 p.m. during the week or on
weekends. We realize that many of our volunteers need
to do their work after hours. So Nancy is turning this
space into an office by setting up a desk with supplies.
We hope to purchase a small copier. This office will be
open until 10 p.m. every day. The few groups which
currently meet in this room on a regular basis will
continue to do so. If you have any questions about this
new space, please speak with Nancy Price. Thank you!
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Stewardship

St. Peter's Second Annual Pumpkin Patch

(See photos on next page)

The second annual pumpkin patch experienced

many “firsts” this year:

»  The patch was open for the whole month of
October

* Snoopy (aka Katie Farina) visited the patch several
times

« Atthe Kid's Fall Festival:
o We hired a face painter and balloon twister
o The church youth helped with games
o Zsa's gourmet hand-made ice cream was sold
o Joani Harkinson played guitar and sang songs

*  Two truckloads of pumpkins were unloaded—in
record time!

*  We can be flexible when the date for the second
pumpkin delivery changes

»  VolunteerSpot.com was used for online volunteer
sign ups.

*  We had a Fall Craft Fair

« Several people volunteered to work the patch for
the first time

« It snowed the last day weekend the patch was
open

*  Yes, people do buy pumpkins during a snow
storm!

« Advertising on Patch.com really increased our
customer base and local presence

The patch was a busy and happening place during the
whole month of October. We had many repeat
customers and many new ones, too. We weathered
sun, wind, rain and even a snowy nor'easter! Through it
all, our volunteers showed up and made our customers
welcome. Kids of all ages had fun.

This year, we sold $13,278.35 in pumpkins. Our profit
from pumpkins, donations, and food sold was
$4,542.02 after expenses, which will go to
addressing the basement flooding problems.

Some interesting patch statistics:

+ 45 individuals worked 268.5 hours to keep the
patch open for our customers

« 12 individuals volunteered 10 or more hours to
work the patch.

« 40 people signed up to help unload the first
truckload of pumpkins (about 65 showed up!)

« 24 people signed up to unload the second
truckload of pumpkins (at least that many showed
up even when the date changed).

«  Our highest sales date was Sunday, Oct. 30 with
$1,876 in pumpkin sales.

«  We had 3 days with over $1,000 in sales.

«  We increased our pumpkin sales profit by $2,000
over last year.

A very special thank you to everyone that made the
patch a huge success this year. From the committee to
volunteers to the many people who worked behind the
scenes to make the patch happen. This is a huge
undertaking and it couldn't be done without so much
help. More importantly, St. Peter's is now known as the
pumpkin church. Being a visible presence on Easton
Road helps us to be better known in the community.
Several visitors to the patch asked about our church
and expressed interest in worshiping with us. What
more could you ask for in a fun-, friend- and fund-
raising event!

— Roxanne Walter and Helen Collins,
Patch Committee Co-Chairs

December 2011/January 2012 NET — page 13




Stewardship

Pumpkin Patch in sunlighté

™

Katie Farina as Snoopy was
a big hit with the kids. Our
Emily looks on.

™

A

!

Alice Michene r-Wall and Mya
Miller painting pumpkins

Joani Harkinson singing and playing | Tentset -updSteve Collins, Kate
guitar at Kids Festival Day Boyce, Kimmi Brennan, Maureen
\ L, .8 Schaeffer, Calvin Haas, Frank Walter
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Save the Date!

Advent Open House, Rectory, 47 pm
Pageant practice, 9 am 12 noon

Soup, Salad & Song, 5 pm

Taizé Eucharist at the 10 a.m. service
Pageant practice for speaking parts,
11:30 am

Taizé Prayer Service, 7 pm

Womend& Dinner & Gift Exchange, 6 pm
Packngof Pat 8s Cooki es
Lessons & Carols at the 10 am
Greening of the Church after the 10 am
Pageant Dress Rehearsal, 11:30 am
Youth Caroling and Delivering Cookies
after Pageant Rehearsal

Blue Christmas Service, 7 pm
Christmas Eve

Thrift & Gift open until 1 pm , then will
be closed for holidays until Jan. 2

3:30 pm Pageant Rehearsal

5 pm Pageant and Holy Eucharist

9:30 pm Christmas Music

10 pm Candlelight Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day

Holy Eucharist, 11am

New Yeas Day

No 8 am service

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Thrift & Gift re-opens

Feast of Our Lords Baptism, 8 am & 10
am services Baptisms at 10 an
Meeting for families with elementary age
children, 11:30 am

Adult InquirersdClass, 7:30 pm
(continues Wednesdays thru Feb. 8)
130™ Anniversary Celebration

8 am & 10 am from the 1789 BCP
11:30 am All Parish Meeting followed by
Potluck

Youth and Family Night

Ash Wednesday
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
654 N. Easton Road
Glenside, PA 19038

Rooted in Love,
Growing through
Reaching Out to All.
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