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Celebrating Our Past and Our Future 
 

This past month we had a wonderful 130
th

 celebration 

of our church. The stories and memories of those 

members who spoke at both services have given me a 

deeper appreciation of our community’s enduring 

legacy as we continue to open wide our doors and 

welcome others to journey with us. And even though 

much has changed in 130 years since our first 

members began worshipping on this spot, one thing 

remains constant. St. Peter’s continues to be a place 

where people have come to find a faith community 

they can call home.   

 

Recently I have had the opportunity to sit down with 

four of our newest members, who have begun 

worshipping with us over the year. What has been 

amazing to me is that their own feelings about St. 

Peter’s echo the words of those we heard at our 

anniversary celebration. One new member said to me, 

―I visited once and was hooked. I never knew there was 

such a church out there like St. Peter’s, a church that 

was so welcoming and inviting, and a group of people 

that clearly loved being together. I leave worship and 

am so joyful. I never imagined church could be like 

this.‖ It is important to be reminded how much this 

community matters, how our unique way of being and 

our own unique witness as the Body of Christ makes a 

difference in the lives of those among us, whether 

they’ve been a part of us for a short time or for 

decades. 

 

We can’t cling to the past or we’ll get stuck there, 

unable to claim the future God has in store for us. But 

what we can do is honor and celebrate our past, 

trusting that as the Holy Spirit enlivened and inspired 

our community in 1881 and 1958 and 1995, the Spirit 

continues to do so among us now. We have so much 

to be thankful for as a community. We have 130 years 

of worshipping and serving and celebrating together 

as God’s people. We have 130 years of embracing 

God’s promises for us as St. Peter’s Church. In this 

131th year let us celebrate what was, what is, and what 

will be! 

— Emily+ 

 

Hymn to St. Peter’s Parish 
Here in Glenside, Pennsylvania, 

Stands a place of prayer and praise. 
Years ago, it was built with God’s help 

Leading many to learn his ways. 
Then rebuilt, it continued calling 
All who sought the Spirit’s grace. 

Through the years St. Peter’s congregation 
Has sung and worshiped in this place. 

 

This communion’s diverse people: 
Children, youth, and those growing old, 
And the saints who have gone before us, 

Guiding, inspiring us to be bold. 
May we continue throughout all ages 
To give, to serve, reach out, and care, 

Celebrating Christ’s own promise, 
Never failing his love to share. 

Lyrics by Jessie Robson (above) 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany to the Fifth Sunday in Lent February/March 2012 
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Budget News 
 
We are on the right path. Our 2012 budget projects a 
deficit of $34,000, a $4,000 decrease from last year.  
 
This year one of our main objectives is to reduce our 
utility costs. I recently enrolled St. Peter’s in an energy 
pilot program call Centerboard. This organization seeks 
out the best electric and gas prices and passes the 
savings onto their clients. Centerboard will be 
conducting a free energy audit at St. Peter’s that will 
help us to determine necessary repairs to reduce our 
utility consumption. The finance and property 
committees are carefully watching price fluctuations of 
gas and oil, so we may switch to the cheaper product as 
needed. Also in the works is the installation of energy efficiency faucets in our 
restrooms, which will reduce our water usage. I am hoping these efforts will shave 
thousands off our utility costs. Another goal is to shrink our administrative costs by 
seeing how we can spend and use less office supplies. 
 
Our financial situation at St. Peter’s is starting to be stabilized. Over the past 4 years our 
deficit has dropped approximately 68%, about $82,000 dollars. In 2011, we realized our 
lowest deficit in years, just under $38,000 (see chart below). As we close the gap on our 
budget deficit we must be careful not to derail our mission and objectives. Our budget 
will continue to support our outreach and in-reach projects as well as to sustain a 
thriving community where we can worship, learn, love and laugh together. 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Carole Dekalb 

 

St. Peter’s Operating Budget/Actual 2011 

 Actual Budget $ Over Budget 

Income 
   Bequests from Estates 8,500.00  8,500.00 

Operating Income 98,732.58 95,550.00 3,182.58 

Pledges 192,468.43 190,000.00 2,468.43 

Total Income 299,701.01 285,550.00 14,151.01 

Expense 
   Administrative Expenses 19,055.68 17,425.00 1,630.68 

Budgeted Contributions 23,280.00 23,280.00 0.00 

Personnel Expenses 194,947.33 190,120.00 4,824.33 

Programs Expense 12,361.23 15,600.00 -3,238.77 

Property Expense 87,923.49 76,575.00 11,348.49 

Total Expense 337,567.73 323,000.00 14,567.73 

Deficit 37,866.72 -37,450.00 -416.72 
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Nominations for Vestry Are Now Open 
Each year, the terms of four Vestry members expire and 
the congregation elects new members at the Annual 
Meeting, held the first Sunday in May. An effective 
Vestry depends upon a variety of people with different 
backgrounds, personalities, and skills. All of the Vestry 
members have in common a desire to serve and a love 
for St. Peter’s Church and our church family. Beyond 
that, each person brings something unique.  
 
We encourage you to think about your own gifts and 
life experience and to consider bringing them to 
service on Vestry. Rotating off vestry this year are 
Marsha Blake, Molly Langford, Shirley Smith, and Frank 
Walter. Also, since Carole DeKalb has become the 
Accounting Warden, we will elect someone to fill out 
the final year of her vestry term. You do not have to be 
a member of the Nominating Committee to make a 
nomination. If you would like to nominate someone for 
Vestry, please talk to the person to find out whether he 
or she is willing to consider serving. Then contact 
anyone on the Nominating Committee, which this year 
is chaired by Molly Langford.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Affirmations 
We end each vestry meeting by acknowledging those 
parishioners or staff members who have given of their 
time and talents over the past months for the sake of 
the ministry of St. Peter’s.  
 
At our December meeting we affirmed and 
acknowledged the hard work & dedication of Helen 
Collins & Anne Gibson who organized our annual 
Soup, Salad and Song and for Donna Bernini-Martin 
who led us in our singing of favorite carols. We gave 
thanks to Joani Harkinson for her enthusiasm in 
organizing a very successful fundraiser—the Hair-Cut-
athon! We gave thanks to Daniel Richards for his gift 
of hospitality as he, Emily and Maggie opened up the 
rectory for their annual Advent Open House.  
 
At our January meeting we gave thanks for the 
beautiful music during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons led by Stan Fink and our choir. We also 
affirmed Jess Miller and her whole team of Christmas 
Pageant helpers who put on one of the best 
Christmas pageants ever! We acknowledged the quiet 
and faithful work of the Altar Guild who gave so much 
of their time during the Christmas season to make our 
sanctuary a beautiful space. And last but not least we 
gave thanks to members of our Worship Renewal 
Team for their tremendous work over the past year in 
putting together their report.  
 
Please thank all these folks for their ministries among 
us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vestry News (continued) 

Photos on left: Anne Gibson, Helen Collins, 
“Hair Cut-athon” Joani Harkinson, Daniel and 
Maggie Richards, Stan Fink with Donna Bernini-
Martin (on right) and some of the choir.  
Below: Our kids in the Pageant (more on p. 5)  
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A Heartfelt Thank You 
On Sunday, January 15

th
, we celebrated St. Peter’s 130

th
 Anniversary since its founding. 

I want to thank all who made Sunday’s celebration such a special one: Rowland Coats, 
Bill Cochran, Richard DeKalb, Nancy Long and Jessie Robson, our speakers; Stan and 
the choir; our Worship Ministers; Nancy Price, for her work on the leaflet and 
organizational charts; Jess Miller, Jonathan Bojan and Annie Swafford for their time 
with our children; Dave Kipphut, Carole DeKalb and Rob DeKalb, for their presentations 
at our meeting; Jeanne Robson, for the archives display; and Shirley Smith, Molly 
Langford, Amy Michener-Wall and many others for organizing the potluck! It was such 
a memorable occasion in the life of our community.   

— Emily+ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

130 Years of Worship and Service – Part I 
Sunday January 15

th 
was a very busy day as we celebrated St. Peter’s 130

th
 anniversary. To tell our 

history as a church, we displayed the first installment of pictures and documents for the 
congregation to view. A scrapbook from the 19

th
 century has been kept over the years and is in 

surprisingly good condition. It has items depicting various church events and insight into what the 
new church must have been like. There were pictures of the old church that some of us still 
remember and many pictures of the new church and its beautiful art work and stained glass 
windows. It is amazing that our church is one of very few in the country that has four different 
types of stained glass, one of which is no longer used. In addition, members could also view 
pictures of activities from the 1940’s and 1950’s.  
 
As we have so many pictures from over the years, we will be sharing them with you throughout 

the coming year, culminating with the Stewardship Sunday when we make our pledge to continue 
the work of St. Peter’s. Here’s our plan: 
• On January 15

th
, we focused on the beginnings through 1959.  

• In the spring, we will display more pictures and items from the 1960’s  
 and 1970’s.  
• In the summer, we will focus on the 1980’s and 1990’s, and  
• In the fall of 2012, we will finish up with more current pictures of the  
 21

st
 century.  

 
Those of you who have been members a long time may remember the ―Old 

Days.‖ Those of you who more recently came to St. Peter’s will hopefully enjoy the view into our community’s past. It is 
important to our community to honor our forebears and to understand that much went into building and supporting 
the church of St. Peter’s over 130 years.   

— The Archives Committee 
 

  

St. Peter’s Glenside at 130 

Above: Our Rector Emily in 1881 vestments. 

Right: Jessie Robson, Nancy Long, and 

Richard DeKalb, three of the speakers. 

Above: Dave Kipphut, Rectorôs Warden, and Rob DeKalb, Worship Renewal Team Chair.  

Right: Jeanne Robson, Archives Committee Chair. 
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Scrapbook of Memories 
 
What is the first thing you remember...ever? For me, 
and I have no idea why, it was when I was about 2 and 
a half, getting stuck in a dress I must have worn as a 
baby. 
 
What is my first memory of St. Peter's? Well, you are 
going to have to wait to learn that! As an "Anniversary 
Present" to ourselves, we are going to create a 
scrapbook of folks' favorite memories of St. Peter's. 
What would you like St. Peter's members, current and 

future, to know about what brought you to AND what 
kept you at St. Peter's? For folks who have been at St. 
Peter's for many years, we would love to hear about 
"St. Peter's Past". And if you have small children, we 
would also love to hear what they like about St. Peter's. 
 
So, start thinking...this is just the planting of the seed in 
your minds...many articles and more details will crop 
up all over the place! 

— Sherry Butterworth 
 

Christmas Pageant Memories 2011 
 

  

More Memories 
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Bishop’s Visit  
Our Diocesan Bishop, Charles Bennison, will be with us 
at both services on Sunday, February 12 as our guest 
preacher and celebrant. At the 10 a.m. service, he will 
receive Calvin Haas into the Episcopal Church through 
the Rite of Confirmation. There will be a reception after 
the 10 a.m. service as a way to welcome the bishop 
among us and celebrate the confirmation. The bishop’s 
visit will give us the opportunity to share with him all 
the wonderful things going on at St. Peter’s and to 
celebrate our ministry and mission as a parish. Please 
join me and your Vestry on this occasion.  

— Emily+ 
 

Upon Further Review… 
By the rules and custom of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania, every three years, a bishop visits each 
parish in the diocese. Accordingly, Bishop Bennison will 
visit St. Peter’s on February 12, 2012. These visitations 
serve several purposes as they are opportunities for the 
bishop to 1) meet with and listen to Emily and the 
vestry in private meetings, 2) experience the ministry 
and mission of St. Peter’s, and 3) preside over and 
share in the Eucharist. 
 
It is no secret that Bishop Bennison has been 
something of a lightning rod in recent years. News has 
been public about his knowledge of a child sexual 
abuse case and there has been not so public news 
about his questionable financial decisions, albeit not 
illegal, regarding the Wapiti property. It is 
understandable that there are varied opinions and 
emotions when it comes to the Bishop of the Diocese 

of Pennsylvania. Nevertheless, after circuitous legal 
proceedings in the public and divisive reactions within 
the diocese, Bishop Bennison is still Bishop of 
Pennsylvania and is still going to visit us on February 
12

th
. 

 
Upon reflection, some of us may intend not to come to 
the services that day…and the reasons may dwell 
between anger and heartfelt conscientious objection. I 
am writing to suggest a ―re-reflection‖ on the day in 
terms of who we are and how we are a welcoming 
community. 
 
We are a community of abundance…much for which to 
be thankful and much to show the wider world. Let us 
gather together and worship in fellowship with God 
and each other. Emily and our vestry need our support 
on that day and need us to pass on our energy 
throughout the day. 
 
Finally, we do not choose whom to welcome nor do we 
judge when a visitor comes through our doors. We ask 
forgiveness of our trespasses as we forgive those who 
sin against us and are often reminded by Emily in 
loving words ―all are welcome at the table.‖ Remove 
the adornments of the office and Charles Bennison is 
who we once were…a visitor to a welcoming home. 
 
St. Peter’s is God’s house which we hold in stewardship 
in God’s name. What is important is our worshipping 
together and sharing our life-giving community with 
all visitors, on the 12

th
 of February and forever. Amen. 

— Bob Hartung 

 

 

 

 

  

The Bishop’s Visit 
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Opportunities for Prayer and Study  
During the Season of Lent 

Ash Wednesday Services Wednesday, 
February 22 

ω 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing in the chapel 
ω 5:15 p.m. Evening Prayer in the chapel 
ω 7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the church 
All of these services will include the imposition of ashes. 

Evening Prayer Weekdays, 
February 22 

through  
April 4,  

5:15 p.m. 

Evening Prayer returns in Lent every Monday through Friday at 
5:15 p.m. in the chapel. Come join Emily and your fellow 
parishioners for this 20-minute service of prayer, scripture 
reading, and quiet contemplation. Make Evening Prayer a part of 
your Lenten discipline this year. 

Koinonia Service 
(In Greek, Koinonia means 
“community” or “intimate 

participation.”) 

Sundays, 
February 26 

through 
March 25,  

5 p.m. 

A 45-minute informal, interactive Eucharist at 5 p.m. will be 
offered on Sunday evenings in the Parish Hall. The music will be 
lead by Jonathan Bojan. Even though the service will be geared 
towards our kids and families, all are welcome to participate! 
Following the service, we will share in a potluck each week. 

Adult Forums Sundays  
at 9 a.m. 

The Living Well program continues at 9 a.m. in the Parish Hall. We 
ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ά5ȅƛƴƎΣέ ά/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΣέ 
ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ,έ and άParticipating in Community.έ 

Guatemala Pilgrimage 
Celebration 

Sunday, 
March 4 at  

8, 9 & 10 a.m. 

We will celebrate the return of our Guatemala pilgrims and hear 
about their experiences. Come to either service (8 or 10 a.m.) and 
to Adult Forum (at 9 a.m.). 

Monday Evening  
Book Study 

Mondays, 
March 5 to 
April 2, 7:30  

A Book Study on An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the chapel. Get yourself a copy of the book 
and come. Questions? Please contact Rick Pearce. 

Seder Meal Friday,  
March 9 
at 6 p.m. 

Our own Debbie DeKalb will lead us in a traditional Seder meal. 
We will learn about this very important ritual for our Jewish 
sisters and brothers and how it is a part of our story as Christians. 
All are welcome to this event! 

Choral Evensong Sunday, 
March 11 
at 4 p.m.  

The choir will lead us in this service which celebrates the beauty 
of the Anglican choral tradition. Sung at the close of day in 
churches throughout the world, Evensong is derived from the 
ancient services of Vespers and Compline. It is an opportunity for 
rest and meditation before the start of a busy week. 

Taizé Service Thursday, 
March 15 
at 7 p.m. 

hǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ άǘƘƛǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅέ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ [enten 
themes, prayers, and meditative singing. 

Taizé Eucharist Sunday, 
March 25  
at 10 a.m. 

This unique Holy Eucharist service, patterned after the worship 
services of the Taizé community in France, includes silence, 
meditative singing, quiet contemplation, scripture, and prayer. 

Faith Formation 
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 Adult Forum Schedule for Spring 2012 
 (Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Parish Hall) 

 February 5:  Worship Renewal Discussion (with Rob DeKalb) 

 February 12:  Dying Well (with Larry Sibley) 

 February 19:  Dying Well (with Larry Sibley) 

 February 26:  Dying Well (with Larry Sibley) 
  

 March 4:  Guatemala Pilgrimage Presentation (Joani Harkinson, 

Pat Sampson, Evelyn Guadalupe, Linda & Frank Toia) 

 March 11:  Caring for the Earth (with Bill Roth) 

 March 18:  Women’s Retreat/ No Adult Forum 

 March 25:  Transforming the World – “Praying with our Feet” 

(with Linda and Frank Toia) 
  

 April 1: Palm Sunday (No Church School) 

 April 8:  Easter Sunday (No Church School) 

 April 15:  Rummage Sale Set-up/ No Adult Forum 

 April 22:  Participating in Community  

 April 29:  Participating in Community (Last meeting) 
  

 May 6: Annual Parish Meeting 
  

 Lectionary Bible Study 
 On most Sundays throughout the year, a Lectionary Bible Study group 

  meets in the Library at 11:30 a.m. Under the guidance of Larry Sibley, 

  the group digs into the day’s lectionary readings to find meaning and  

 context. These relaxed discussions bring the readings to more vivid  

 life and send the participants into the week with new inspiration for 

 daily meditation and prayer. All are welcome to drop by any Sunday. 

 Bring your coffee and refreshments! 
 

 Extending Godly Play 
 During the last parents’ meeting we discussed the idea of extending  

 our Godly Play program to include the Older Elementary aged  

 children. Currently Godly Play is only offered for children age 3 to 2
nd

  

 grade. The parents are in favor. But it will take commitment from  

 people in the parish to make this a reality. Leaders will need to be  

 trained and the plan is to transform one of the classroom spaces  

 downstairs into a working Godly Play room.  

  

 Laurel Mosteller, Emily, and Jess Miller took a trip to the Cathedral  

 downtown to see the Godly Play room which they have set up. This is  

 totally conceivable to do at St. Peter’s and it has the potential to be a  

 great success. Please keep your eyes open for more information  

 about this project as the year goes on. There is plenty of opportunity  

 for people to be involved.  — Jess 

Faith Formation 

ON MARCH 19
TH

, we honor St. Joseph, 
father, protector, carpenter, workman.  
Through him we honor all the men  
among us, their role in the family,  
their caring, their service, and their  
vocations. Each Sunday as we look 
up at the stained glass over our altar  
honoring the workmen building our 
church, we give thanks for the men of 
St. Peter’s. 
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Wrap-Up for 2011 and Vision for 2012 
 
Believe it or not I am still experiencing events and 

activities at St. Peter’s for the first time. My one-year 

anniversary isn’t until May. So that leaves me with 3 

more months of walking around like I don’t know what 

I am doing and using the excuse, ―but I have never 

done this before.‖ It has been quite a relief to be able 

to say that on several occasions. Come May, I will just 

come up with a new excuse. 

 

Wrap-Up for 2011. That being said, it feels like I 

have been in this parish for a long time. I have been 

welcomed warmly and been able to easily connect to a 

large number of people in the last 8 months. This has 

helped me feel like I fit right in and that I am doing a 

good job. (Yes, I do need constant reassurance.) 

Regardless, I am so thankful for everyone who has 

stepped up or stepped in and helped me figure 

everything out. To everyone who helped with the 

Christmas Pageant; you are all Saints. I never would 

have been able to accomplish a 15-minute Christmas 

Pageant without you. To everyone who has been 

willing and just randomly showed up to take part in 

Youth Events; you are the best! Not a lot of people are 

willing to hang out with a bunch of kids and believe 

that it will be a good time, but it really is. To everyone 

who has ever told me that I am doing a good job; 

thank you a million times over. I really didn’t know 

what I was getting myself into but you sure make me 

feel like I am doing something right.   

 

Now, my vision for 2012: Keep right on moving. 

There is so much potential here at St. Peter’s. I could 

do this work full time and still find things that would 

be new and exciting. For the youth and parents, 

check out the schedule of important youth events on 

the next page. Mark these dates in your calendar and 

plan to bring your kids to participate. For the Adults, 

check out the schedule (on page 8) of topics for this 

Spring’s Adult Forum at 9 a.m. on Sundays. We have 

changed the way we do our Sunday morning program 

and it has been working very well.   

Tebow Time: Lastly, I need to talk about Tim 

Tebow. Now don’t stop reading if you aren’t a Bronco’s 

fan. I am talking about Tim Tebow and his devotion to 

the Lord. He would not be my first choice of a spiritual 

icon that I would encourage the kids to model 

themselves after but he has somehow managed to 

work his way into our new Children’s Worship.   

 

On the first week of Children’s Worship I led the kids in 

creating a Covenant for our time together. (It includes 

things like no insults and no hitting.) We also put 

together an agenda for our time together.  

 

Children’s Worship goes like this: 

1. Light the Candle 

2. Collect our offerings 

3. Circle time: where we check in about how our week 

went 

4. Scripture time and corresponding topic: we use the 

Gospel for that Sunday but we read from The 

Message version of the bible 

5. Prayer time: we offer prayers for anyone and 

anything that is on our hearts 

6. Tebow time: we all get down in the Tim Tebow 

position and say what we are grateful to God for 

because that’s what Tim Tebow does every time he 

gets a touchdown.  

 

The kids came up with all of this. You should be proud 

of them. They really did a nice job and boy are they 

excited to not have to sit in church every Sunday. 

— Jess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Faith Formation 
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Spring Youth Dates  
 
January 29:  

 Pot Luck and Game Night for Youth and their 

Families at 5 p.m. 

February 5:  

 Rite 13 Ceremony during 10 a.m. service 

 All Children in worship; Nursery Care available 

February 10-11:  

 Nightwatch at the Cathedral (Diocesan Event) 

February 21:  

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Variety 

Show; dinner at 6 p.m.; show at 7 p.m. 

March 4:  

 All Children in worship; Nursery Care available 

 

 

March 11:  

 Youth Night at 6 p.m. 

April 1:  

 Palm Sunday 

 All Children in worship; Nursery Care available 

April 7:  

 Easter Egg Dying at 10:00 a.m. 

April 8: Easter Sunday 

 Easter Egg Hunt after the 10 a.m. service 

 All Children in worship; Nursery Care available 

May 20:  

 Children’s Sabbath Service at 10 a.m.  

 Youth Night at 6 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Lenten book study 

 An Altar in the World 
 by Barbara Brown Taylor 
 

 

 
In Lent, we will offer a Monday evening book study on the book An Altar in the World by Barbara 
Brown Taylor. This is an acclaimed and accessible book that focuses on each of us as we live our 

daily lives. What about our lives can be sacred? How can we carry out the daily tasks of life and be 
connected to the Divine and our true purpose in life? The study continues our fall efforts but 

newcomers are very welcome. We will end each session saying Compline together. 
 

Mondays March 5 through April 2 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m.  

in the chapel 
 

March 5  Chapter 7 ―The Practice of Living with Purpose: Vocation‖ 

March 12 Chapter 8 ―The Practice of Saying No: Sabbath‖ 

March 19 Chapter 9 ―The Practice of Carrying Water: Physical Labor‖  

March 26 Chapter 10 ―The Practice of Feeling Pain: Breakthrough‖ 

April 2  Chapters 11 & 12 ―The Practice of Being Present to God: Prayer‖ 

   and ―The Practice of Pronouncing Blessings: Benediction‖  

 

Attending all sessions is encouraged, but if you can’t make it or 
certain topics appeal to you, please just show up as the Spirit calls you. 

Please obtain the book on your own and read the assignment before you come.  

Please let Rick Pearce or the office know 
if you intend to participate in this exploration of the book. 

— Rick Pearce tssf 
 

Faith Formation 
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Good Reading at St. Peter’s 
 

Timely News 
The January issue of Episcopal Journal is now available 
on the table near the chapel, in the Library, and on the 
Episcopal News bulletin board. This issue concludes 
one full year for this new publication. Read it for news 
and views and book reviews.  
 

Daily Meditations 
Forward Movement’s Day by Day devotional booklets 
for February/March/April are now available in the tract 
racks and in the office. If you haven't used one of these 
booklets before, this might be a good time to start. 
Day by Day provides some excellent daily Lenten 
reading and meditation opportunities for you. We 
appreciate $1 for each copy. Large print is also 
available. Click here for today’s meditation: 

http://forwardmovement.org/Today-s-Meditation/ 
 

New Books in Our Library 
Some other choices for Lenten reading are the 
following new books in our library: 
 
Faith Under Fire, by Andrew White, who is the vicar of 
Baghdad. He has an extraordinary ministry of 
reconciliation and conflict mediation there, as well as 
being rector of St. George's Church in Baghdad, and 
helping to reduce violence in the area. For his 
ministries there, White recently was given an 
International First Freedom Award from the First 
Freedom Center in Virginia. 
 
Testing Scripture: A Scientist Explores the Bible by 
John Polkinghorne, a British professor and author of 
many books on science and religion. 

 
The Duty of Delight: The Diaries of Dorothy Day 
(ed. by Robert Ellsberg) is a hefty book but fascinating. 
Day was one of the founders of The Catholic Worker 
and long involved in inner-city ministry, working for 
justice, peace, and helping the poor. 
 
The Lord as Their Portion: The Story of the 
Religious Orders and How They Shaped Our World, 
by Elizabeth Rapley, who provides  
readers with some of the history  
of how monks and nuns kept the  
memory of Christianity alive  
through the violent centuries after  
the collapse of the Roman Empire.  
She describes how religious orders 
came to be, including the Cistercian,  
Benedictine, Carthusian, Dominican,  
Franciscan, and Augustinian orders,  
as well some of the smaller ones.  
 
Look on the small table under the windows, where new 
books are usually placed, for some other good choices. 

— Lois Sibley 
 

 

Pancake Supper and Variety Show 
I hear this place has a lot of talent. I want to see it ALL 
at the annual Pancake Supper and Variety show which 
will happen on Tuesday, February 21 at 6 p.m. The Rite 
13 class will be preparing the meal and selling tickets. 
Please come and laugh or cry, whichever is more 
acceptable at the time. At least you know you won’t 
leave hungry! 

— Jess 
 

 
 

Thrift & Gift Donations 
At our January meeting, the Thrift & Gift Board designated 
$9,400 to St. Peter’s Church and various charitable service 
organizations. This is the largest amount of money we have ever 
had available for a mid-year donation. We are proud to have this 
amount to give to those in need of food, shelter, and medical 
service during the winter months. Sincere thanks to all our 
volunteers! We couldn’t do it without you. The table shows the 
breakdown of the donation amounts and recipients. 

— Sue Wright 
 

  

St. Peter’s budget $4,700 

St. Peter’s property flood relief 1,000 
Episcopal Community Services 825 
Guatemala scholarship (pledged) 75 
Healthlink 250 
Hope Alive! (Haiti medical assistance) 250 
Inter-Faith Housing Alliance 500 
Old First Reformed Men’s Shelter 300 
PECO heating assistance (matched by 
PECO) 

500 

Philabundance 500 
St. Mary’s Sandwich Makers 500 
Total $9,400 

Faith Formation 

http://forwardmovement.org/Today-s-Meditation/
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Women’s Retreat 
 
In March, the St Peter's 
Women's Group, will hold 
their 10th retreat weekend!! 
This year, the retreat 
weekend is March 16 to 18th 
in Harvey Cedars, NJ. Lynn 
Penney will be our facilitator 
again this year. The cost, if 48 
women attend, will be $190 
per person, which covers two 
nights’ accommodation, 3 
meals on Saturday and 
breakfast on Sunday. The fee 
also includes a contribution towards the facilitator’s 
fee. There is scholarship money available. If you are in 
need of financial assistance, please speak with me 
privately. The retreat will begin on Friday evening at 7 
p.m., but all are encouraged to arrive between 3 and 5 
p.m. so you can unpack and unwind, and eat dinner 
before we begin at 7 p.m. The retreat ends about 11 
a.m. on Sunday and you can plan to return home ANY 
TIME you want to on Sunday. 
 
Our Program: The program title for the weekend is 
"Our Giftedness," chosen by Lynn and myself after 
discussing this topic and one or two others. Here’s a 
description of the topic and words from Lynn outlining 
where she plans to take us on the retreat! 
 

We are each unique, gifted in particular ways. 

Frederick Buechner said, "The place to which 

God calls you is the place where your deep 

gladness and the world's deep hunger meet." 

Are we in touch with our unique gift s? How 

can we nurture them? How can we offer gifts 

back? Using prayer, creativity and fun, we will 

explore these questions together.  

 

My interpretation of that line is that our 

"calling" and our "gifts" lie together. To me, 

answering God's call in my life  is to use my 

ÎÐÍÛÚȮɯÛÖɯÖÍÍÌÙɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȮɯȱɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÔÈàɯ

be within my family, the church, my work 

setting ... in whatever communities I am in. 

There is so much broken in the worldɭthere is 

so much needɭagain within our families, our 

churches, the earth. Our best response is to 

keep learning about our God-givennessɭour 

God giftednessɭand to offer that and in that 

offering, we may find our deep joy and healing 

for ourselves and beyond ourselves.  
 
Thursday Option: This year will we are also offering 
the chance for the women to gather Thursday night 
just outside of Long Beach Island at a Holiday Inn with 
handicapped accessible rooms. This evening is to be 
fun only and is not part of the retreat itself. The 
purpose is to give you a chance to unwind with some 
gals the night before the retreat, so that when the 
retreat begins, you are already relaxed. The cost for this 
evening is $50 for lodging in a shared queen room plus 
food and fun. I understand there is a restaurant close 
by that offers a lobster dinner for about $25! Details to 
follow on this. We can go to the movies, games—do 
whatever we want as a group or in small groups. 
 
Please Let Me Know: I will need to know if you are 
planning to join us for the retreat as soon as you can 
let me know. Also, let me know if there is a specific 
woman you would like to room with. If you do not 
have one, one will be selected for you. The absolute 
deadline for the retreat is March 2nd. The deadline for 
going on Thursday night is February 24th. 
 
Please email me at pluskus@gmail.com or speak with 
me at church if you would like more information or 
have any questions. All women are invited and this 
weekend is a wonderful way to meet many of the 
terrific women at the church. Please consider joining 
us! 

— Polly Luskus 

 

For location and directions to Harvey Cedars Bible Conference Center,  

http://www.hcbible.org/Directions/tabid/265/Default.aspx 

  

Community 

mailto:pluskus@gmail.com
http://www.hcbible.org/Directions/tabid/265/Default.aspx
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Birthday List  
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

February Birthdays  
 

3 Cassie Hill 

Josie Hill 

4 Debbie DeKalb 

6 Bob Hartung 

Don Kelley 

9 Carole DeKalb 

10 Joe Boyce 

Maeve McDermott 

11 Kimmy Brennan 

Tammie Farnell 

12 Jeff Pearce 

14 Nancy Long 

15 Nancy Price 

 Rob Stackhouse 

16 Olga Carliss 

Henry Langford 

18 Mike Ryan 

22 Mike Levin 

23 Mary Beth Giorla 

 Joe Pavlovich 

28 Laurel Mosteller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays  
 

1 Stanley Fink 

 Rich Lauer 

 Stephen Spencer  

 Ron Williams 

4 Ann Hessenthaler  

5 Carol Anne Kline 

7 Eleanor Reeves  

8 Frank Hartung  

 Zachary Gottemoller  

10 Rowland Coats   

12 Sylvia Hollick  

  Pat Schaphorst 

13 Fred Tielkemeijer  

14 Sean Monserrat 

 Colleen Schmidt  

18 Rick DeKalb 

 Rob DeKalb 

19 Alexandra Miller  

  Lisa Moore 

20 Florence Dober  

22 Katie Moser 

24 Jeanne Robson 

27 Thomas Ivory  

29 Betty Hilary 

 

There are no anniversaries in February or March. 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, it’s not in the computer. Please let us know. 

 

2012 Parish Directory Is Now Available!  
Copies are located in the church office, the parish hall and on the table outside of the 
chapel. Thank you to Linda Matt (left) for her dedication and care putting this very useful 
directory together. Throughout the year if any of your data changes (address, phone, 
email), please send updates to Linda at lindamatt007@comcast.net. Thank you! 
 

Community 

mailto:lindamatt007@comcast.net


 February/March 2012 NET – page 14 

 

Seder Dinner 
Please join your St. Peter’s family for our Seder Dinner 

on Friday, March 9 at 6 p.m. A traditional Passover meal 

with all the trimmings (including Matzoh Ball Soup and 

Gefilte Fish, if you’re so inclined) will be served. You’ll 

have an opportunity to experience this family-oriented 

meal and see how closely these Jewish rituals remain 

linked to many of those in the Episcopal tradition. We 

hope you can join us as we once again break 

unleavened bread together. It’s an evening full of fun, 

food, family and faith! A sign-up sheet will be posted 

in the Parish Hall. Please tell us you're coming. 

— Debbie DeKalb 

 
 

I Never Remember a Name  
But I Always Forget a Face 
Have you had this experience? You have a friendly chat 

with someone during Fellowship Hour and walk away 

wondering, ―Now who was that?‖ Or you’ve heard 

someone’s name mentioned and you can’t quite place 

the face?  

 

Well, the Welcome Team has a solution! We are going 

to put up a photo gallery in the Chapel Hallway so 

photos of individuals or family groups can be on 

display with the name of each person. Now you can 

refer to the photo gallery and learn the name of the 

person you just had that lovely chat with. 

 

To get this project started, we ask that each individual 

or family group provide a photo, either by email or a 

print (4‖ x 6‖, portrait orientation) for the gallery. Also 

provide the name of each person in the photo as you 

want it to appear in the gallery. It should be a photo 

that you don’t need to have returned. We will be 

collecting your photos from now until Palm Sunday 

(April 1). Also, on several Sundays we’ll have people to 

snap your photo if you don’t have one to provide. We 

plan to include all our homebound members, too.  

 

You can leave your photos (with names) in the mailbox 

labeled ―Welcome Team‖ on top of the mailboxes in 

the Office Hallway. Or you can give (or email) photos & 

names to Daniel Richards (lumandaniel@yahoo.com).  

Once the gallery is mounted you will be able to submit 

new photos as your family grows or your chickens 

grow up or fly the coop, etc. We in the Welcome Team 

think a photo gallery of St. Peter’s friendly faces will be 

a grand addition to our church home. 

— Carol Boyle 

 

Changes in the NET 
At our January meeting, the Vestry continued our 

conversation about ways in which we can better and 

more effectively communicate as a parish. One of our 

goals for 2012 is to bring in a professional to redo our 

website so that it can be a more effective tool of 

communication than it is at the present.  

 

In our conversation we also talked about the NET. We 

give thanks for Carol Boyle’s amazing work on the NET. 

We have come to realize recently just how much time 

Carol puts into this publication each and every month. 

It is quite a task, one in which an individual should not 

be solely responsible. Given that we already send out a 

weekly parish email and are hoping to have our 

website become a primary way we communicate, we 

have decided that the NET will become a bi-monthly 

publication. This means there will be 6 issues instead of 

10 every year. Carol has agreed to continue her 

wonderful work on the NET as well as share some of 

her gifts on our new website.  The publications for 

2012 are as follows: Feb/March, April/May, June/July, 

August/September, October/November and 

December/January. The NET will continue to be 

disseminated through e-mail and sent out to 

homebound parishioners.  

 

A master calendar will no longer be included in the 

NET. Nancy will take on the responsibility of posting 

the calendars on the bulletin board outside of the 

library.  The February and March calendars have 

already been posted!  — Emily+ 

 

Community 

Debbie reads the prayers 
at our 2010 Seder Dinner. 

mailto:lumandaniel@yahoo.com
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Guatemala Companion Committee News 
 
Scholarships: Once again, through your generosity, we 

have reached our goal of $5,000 in scholarships for the 

2012 school year in Guatemala. The Companion 

Committee, the Guatemalan students and their families 

are very grateful for your commitment to this 

important work. Education has the power to break the 

chains of poverty and you are helping to make that 

happen! 

 

We now begin to invite pledges and contributions to 

the 2013 scholarship fund. Members and friends of St. 

Peter’s are invited either to contribute in one lump sum 

or to spread their contributions over the course of 

2012 so that by this time next year we will be prepared 

to send the funding for the 2013 school year which 

runs from mid-January through mid-October. 

Commitment cards are available on the bulletin board 

in the hall. 

 

Guatemala Pilgrimage: Evelyn Guadalupe, Joan 

Harkinson, and Pat Sampson (shown below working on 

funding applications), will be accompanying Linda and 

Frank Toia on a pilgrimage to visit our five companion 

congregations in Northeast Guatemala, leaving 

February 16
th

. This will be the first time in many years 

that members of St. Peter’s other than the Toias will 

have the opportunity to know first-hand the life and 

ministry of our Guatemalan brothers and sisters.  

 

 
Evelyn, Joani, and Pat 

 

On Sunday, February 12th there will be special 

prayers for the pilgrimage and the blessing of the 

prayer shawls created by the ―Knitwits‖ as gifts to our 

companion parishes. A special Guatemala Celebration 

is scheduled for Sunday March 4
th

 at both the 8 and 

10 a.m. services, and the pilgrims will share some of 

their experiences and pictures at the 9 a.m. Adult 

Forum. 

 

OTC Medications for our Companions: Padre 

Obdulio has requested certain items which the pilgrims 

can bring with them in their luggage to Guatemala. 

Needed items include: Anti-fungal cream, chewable 

TUMS tablets, vitamins, band-aids, aspirin, generic 

Tylenol, generic Imodium, first aid cream, Q-tips, 

Sterile gauze pads, anti-itch salve. Please, no glass 

containers. A box for contributions of such items is 

available in the Chapel Hallway. All contributions must 

be received by Sunday, February 12
th

. 

 

Guatemala Craft Sales: The pre-Christmas craft sale 

was a huge success. Thank You! Your purchases help 

Guatemalans in two ways: 1. UPAVIM, the women’s 

cooperative which supplies most of the crafts we sell, 

supports many of its programs from the income from 

these fair trade crafts. 2. All of the profit from our craft 

sales is used by the Companion Committee for the 

benefit of our work in Guatemala. The next craft sale 

will be prior to Mother’s Day. Watch for it!  

— Frank Toia 
 

 
Pre-Christmas Craft Sale 

 

Outreach 
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“Give a Pint, Get a Pint” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hey Folks, there’s good news and bad news on the 
blood drive front this year. The good news is that our 
wonderful area merchants are still willing to donate 
their ―PINTS‖ as a thank you for our donors. So you can 
come in, donate a pint of blood, and go home with a 
―thank you pint‖ of Rita’s water ice, Turkey Hill ice 
cream, or homemade soup from Peas in a Pod Produce 
in Glenside. (Still working on the pint-of-beer 
arrangements!) So you can be a lifesaver and enjoy a 
benefit yourself in addition to the good feeling in your 
heart! 
 

The bad news is that Red Cross has totally revamped 
their online scheduler, and although I’m told it works 
fine from a donor’s perspective, it literally doesn’t work 
like 50% of the time if you are the drive coordinator. 
(That would be lucky me!) So I am really counting on 
you to sign yourselves (and friends) up this year as it 
will be really challenging for me to sign anybody up!! 
 
General questions such as donor requirements? Go to: 

www.redcrossblood.org . Contact me at 215-657-8539 
or yellowkab1@gmail.com if you can’t access the web 
and I will try really hard to sign you up. Here is the link 
to sign up: 
http://www.redcrossblood.org/make-donation-
sponsor?field_sponsor_code_value=0222560 
 

— Kate Boyce (St. Peter’s official vampire) 

 

Recycle + Reuse+ Reach Out + Raise $$ = RUMMAGE!! 
The recipe is simple: lots of donated goodies plus lots 

of hands equals lots of fun and good things for our 

parish and our neighbors. This twice-a-year event will 

take place (with YOUR help) in April, and it is still our 

biggest fundraiser, supporting both our budget and 

our outreach programs. 

 

This will be the first time we are doing a sale WITHOUT 

a large paper mailing. (It was too much in terms of 

costs and volunteer time.) So please help to spread the 

word any way you can. Kate can supply you with a flyer 

to post or email to friends. Also, we will be trying to 

use Volunteer Spot to help organize volunteers. It’s the 

same system that the Pumpkin Patch used, so you may 

already be familiar.  

 

If you are planning to donate a large, unusual, or 

valuable item, please let me know ahead of time. Then 

I can get the info to do some advertising ahead of 

time. PLUS, remember that such donations can be 

documented as a charitable contribution for tax 

purposes. Thanks! Kate Boyce 215-657-8539 or 

yellowkab1@gmail.com  

— Kate Boyce 
 

 

Rummage Sale Schedule 

Sorting 

April 15, 16, 17 

Sunday, April 15
th

 is drop-off day (after the 10 a.m. service). STAY to help 

BEGIN sorting all the stuff. We continue sorting on Monday and Tuesday, 

April 16
th

 and 17
th

, both day and evening. 

Friends & Family Sale 

April 19 

Thursday night invite your “FRIENDS & FAMILY” to a special preview sale 

from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 

Public Sale Days 

April 20, 21 

Public sale is Friday, April 20
th

, from 6 to 9 p.m. and the Bag Sale is 

Saturday, April 21
st
 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (That means everything you 

can stuff in a grocery bag is $3 (2 bags for $5), large items are half off). 

Clean-Up 

April 21 at 3 p.m. 

And at 3 p.m., we need lots of hands to clean it all up, so we’re ready for 

Sunday. – Guys, we need you here!  

Red Cross Blood Drive  
at St. Peterôs Church 
Saturday, March 3 rd  

8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Outreach 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:yellowkab1@gmail.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org/make-donation-sponsor?field_sponsor_code_value=0222560
http://www.redcrossblood.org/make-donation-sponsor?field_sponsor_code_value=0222560
mailto:yellowkab1@gmail.com
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Rooted in Love,  
Growing through Godõs Grace,  
Reaching Out to All.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
654 N. Easton Road 
Glenside, PA 19038 
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Save the Date!  
Feb. 5: Worship Renewal Discussion, 9 am, Parish Hall 

 Rite 13 Ceremony, 10 am 

Feb. 12: Bishopõs Visitation & Rite of Confirmation  

Feb. 16: Taizé Worship, 7 pm 

Feb. 21: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Variety  Show, 

  6 pm, Parish Hall 

Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday ð Imposition of ashes at 

 9:30 am, 5:15 pm, and 7:30 pm services 

Feb. 22 ð Apr. 4:  Evening Prayer, weekdays 5:15 pm, Chapel 

Feb. 26 ð Mar.  25: Koinonia Service, Sundays 5 pm, Parish Hall 

Mar. 3:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

Mar. 5 ð Apr. 2 : Book Study, Mondays 7:30 pm, Chapel 

Mar. 9:  Seder Dinner, 6 pm, Parish Hall 

Mar. 11:  Choral Evensong, 4 p.m. 

 Youth Night, 6 pm 

Mar. 15:  Taizé Worship, 7 pm 

Mar. 16-18: Womenõs Retreat, Harvey Cedars, NJ 

Mar. 25:  Taizé Holy Eucharist, 10 am 

Apr. 1:  Palm Sunday 

Apr. 5:  Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30 pm 

Apr. 6:  Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:30 pm 

Apr. 7:  Easter Egg Dying, 10 am 

Apr. 8:  Easter Sunday, 8 & 10 am, Easter Egg Hunt  

 and Reception after the 10 am service 

Apr. 15:  Rummage Sale Set-Up begins 11:30 am 

Apr. 15 -17: Rummage Sorting  

Apr. 19:  Rummage Friends & Family Sale, 6:30 ð 9 pm 

Apr. 20 : Rummage Sale, 6 ð 9 pm 

Apr. 21:  Rummage Bag Sale, 10 am ð 3 pm 

 Rummage Clean-Up, 3 pm 

May 6:  One Holy Eucharist Service, 9:30 am 

 followed by Annual Parish Meeting 

May 20:  Childrenõs Sabbath, 10 am 

May 27:  Pentecost Sunday, Baptisms at the 10 am service 

 


