The Second Sunday of Advent

Guatemala Sunday

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Glenside, Pennsylvania
December 7, 2025
10:00 A.M.



Gathcring In Jog

Prelude: Eres Tu Words & Music by Jose Luis Memba
Solo by Rosalinda Ibafiez-Memba

Opening Hymn: Juntos cual Hermanos

REFRAIN: Juntos cual hermanos (hermanas),
fieles de la Iglesia,
Vamos caminando al encuentro del Seiior.

Un largo caminar por el desierto bajo el sol;
No podemos avanzar sin la ayuda del Sefior

REFRAIN
Unidos al orar, unidos en una cancion,
Viviremos nuestra fe con la ayuda del Sefior.

REFRAIN

La Iglesia en marcha est4;

A un mundo nuevo vamos ya
Donde reinara el amor
Donde reinaré la paz.

REFRAIN

(English Translation)

REFRAIN: Together as brothers (sisters),
faithful of the church

We are walking to the meeting of the Lord.

VERSES:
A long walk through the desert beneath the sun
We can’t advance without the help of the Lord.

United in prayer, united in one song,
We will live our faith with the help of the Lord.

The march is in progress;

To a new world we already go
Where love will reign

Where peace will reign.



The Opening Acclamation BCP 355
Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Christ be Our Light (The Folk Group will sing the verse, and the congregation will follow with the
refrain.)

Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
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Shine in your Church gath-ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b.1957
Tune: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, 9 8 9 6 with refrain; Bernadette Farrell, b.1957
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.

REFRAIN:

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Advent Prayer and Candle Lighting

Today we light two candles. The first candle illuminates patience in the areas of our lives
where God has called us to wait. The second candle extends the promise of strength to all
who feel weary and weak in the shadows of this world. As we continue our Advent journey,
may our hope be kindled as the light grows brighter.

Christ Be Our Light (Refrain only)

The Presider says to the people
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.



Collect of the Day

Mercitul God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Listcning for God's Word

The First Reading — Isazah 11:1-10

Take oft' the garment of your sorrow and aftliction, O Jerusalem,
and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.

Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;
put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;
tfor God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven.
For God will give you evermore the name,

"Righteous Peace, Godly Glory."

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;

look toward the east,

and see your children gathered from west and east

at the word of the Holy One,

rejoicing that God has remembered them.

For they went out from you on foot,

led away by their enemies;

but God will bring them back to you,

carried in glory, as on a royal throne.

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low
and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,

so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.

The woods and every fragrant tree

have shaded Israel at God's command.

For God will lead Israel with joy,

in the light of his glory,

with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 BCP 685

The Epistle — Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
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Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of' God. For I
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name";
and again he says,

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again,

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him";
and again Isaiah says,

"The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope."

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: Isaiah 11
Written by Flo Paris Oaks/Katy Bowser/Sandra McCracken

A green shoot will sprout up from Jesse

The roots will grow a budding branch

A wolf will dwell with a gentle lamb

They’ll leap and play in the green, green grass.

Chorus:
A little child will lead them, a little child will lead them.
The lion and the lamb lie down together,
a little child will lead them.

A green shoot will sprout up from Jesse

A banner of love like a melody

Singing come back children, come back hurry
Singing over you; singing over me



Chorus:

The good, good King will lead them.

The good, good King will lead them.

The spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him,

The good, good King will lead them.

The good, good King will lead us, The good, good King will lead us,

The lion and the lamb lie down together, The good good King will lead us.

The Gospel —Matthew 3:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness ot Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood ot vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; [ am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary; but the chaft he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Rev. Neli Miranda



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

These prayers have been adapted from Joyce Rupp’s “The Gift of Hope” by Carol Boyle.

God of hope, comel! ...
God of hope,

may we remember the strength of our ancestors, who waited faithfully for your coming.
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God of hope, comel! ...

God of hope,

open their hearts to your Holy Spirit, that they may lead us along paths of compassion and
reconciliation.

God of hope, come! ...
God of hope,
teach us to see your comfort in the blessings of daily life.

God of hope, comel! ...
God of hope,
make us sacraments of your presence, extending your hand of love to those who need us.

God of hope, come! ...

God of hope,

we remember those who have cared for us during their lives and our continuing
relationship in the communion of saints.

God of hope, come! ...
God of hope,
replenish all with the joyful blessings that only your peace can bring.

The Presider concludes with this prayer.

God of hope, enliven our hearts with hope during the dark times when we fail to see your
presence. Help us listen to your still, small voice guiding and comforting us in the night. Open
our eyes to your light in the love of Jesus and in our love for one another. May steadfast hope
anchor us always in the safe harbor of your love, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution
Presider: Let us confess our sins to God.

People: God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love
And serve only your will. Amen.



Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The Peace
Presider: Know in your life the love of God, the forgiveness of sins and the joy of salvation.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

People: And also with you.

Cclcbrating Holg C ommunion

Offertory Anthem: Let Us Be Known for our Love
Words and Music by: Matt Armstrong/Ryan Flanigan/Micah Massey/Nate Moore
St Peter’s Folk Group
Let us be known by our love, in every word
In every deed, honor the Son.
Let our light shine in every eye,
Let us be known by our love.

Chorus:

For the glory of the Father, for the glory of the Son, for the glory of the Spirit, let us be
known by (our love.)

v2...0ur joy

V3... our peace

Let us be known by our joy; in every home, in every heart, sing to the Lord. Let our life show
goodness and hope; let us be known by our joy.
chorus 2

Let us be known by our peace; in every town, in every tribe Jesus is King. Let us go forth, heal
and restore; let us be known by our peace.
chorus 3

Presentation Hymn: Busca Primero El Reino de Dios
(Seek ye First the Kingdom of God)
Text and Music by: Raren Lafferty

Busca primero el reino de Dio

Y su perfecta justicia,

Que lo demas lo a na dira el Senor.
Alelu, aleluya.



Solo de pan, dice Dios, no viviras,
Sino de toda palabra,

Que para ti el Senor pronunciara.
Alelu, aleluya

Chorus: Alleluia

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God

And its righteousness,

And all these things will be added unto you,
Allelu, Alleluia.

Ask, and it shall be given unto you,

Seek and ye shall find,

Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
Allelu, Alleluia

Chorus: Alleluia

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer 2
Jrom Enriching Our Worship 1

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: =~ We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider: We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought
all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you,
and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Holy Holy Holy (see Mass of Creation pew card)

The Presider continues
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
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and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself' yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be gloritied by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Memorial Acclamation (see Mass of Creation pew card)

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with
Peter and Philip and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to
teast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. AMEN

Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Presider: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Jesus Lamb of God (see Mass of Creation pew card)

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God...

The Communion of the People

Slideshow with music played by Maximo Mancilla Miranda, Neli Miranda’s son.
The Post-Communion Prayer

Presider and people together

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sending Out

Blessing

The love and light of God scatter the darkness from before you and guide your feet into the
way of peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be

among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

When your birthday or anniversary is announced, please stand up and remain standing as we pray.

Birthdays:

Patricia Sampson 12/07, Mike Monserrat 12/08, Harrison Reazor 12/08, Charles Hannum

12/09, Robert Morrow 12/1, and Cathy Kress 12/13
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Anniversaries:
Helen & Steven Collins 12/09

Birthday & Anniversary Prayer BCP 830

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they
begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace; and strengthen
their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Announcements

Please join us after worship for fellowship hour that will include crafts and tasty treats
from Guatemala.

Advent wreath making materials will be available to assemble here or at home in the
parish hall following morning service. A $15 donation is suggested.

Don’t forget to pick up your Mary Pat’s Cookies from the kitchen for distribution.

The St. James School is collecting toys for their Santa’s Workshop. For more information
see the flyer on the bulletin board.

Closing Hymn: King of Glory

Text: Willard F. Jabusch, Music: Trad. Israeli Folk Song

REFRAIN:
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.

VERSES:

1.

2.

Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages.

In all of Galilee, in city or village

He goes among his people curing their illness.

. Sing then of David’s Son, our Savior and brother;

In all of Galilee was never another.

. He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation

He took upon himself the sins of the nation.

. He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen

And he will share with us his heavenly vision.

The Dismissal
Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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Postlude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Arr. Janet Van Valey and Susan Berry
St. Peter’s Bell Choir led by Kathy Flaherty

Special thanks to the Rev. Neli Miranda and her son Maximo Mancilla Miranda for
sharing their gifts with us today. Below they introduce themselves in their own words.

I am Neli Miranda, married with one son. I was ordained as a priest in the Diocese of Guatemala 24
years ago. During my ministry, I have served three congregations, both Spanish and English. Currently,
I serve the congregation of St. James in the city. This community honors the efforts of the first
Anglican group that arrived in Guatemala at the end of the 19th century. My interests lie in the topic
of sociology of religion because it provides us with the opportunity to explore how faith shapes social
structures and influences cultural practices. Understanding these dynamics can foster greater empathy
and collaboration among diverse communities. —the Rev. Neli Miranda

Hzi, I'm Maximo Mancilla Miranda from Guatemala. I am 18 years old. While my country faces
several issues, I am grateful for the opportunities I have. I deeply appreciate the hard work my parents
put in to support me, and I recognize that many young people like me do not have these opportunities
and must work to support themselves. I'm currently studying Mechatronics EEngineering, and I have a
passion_for math and physics, as well as learning new skills. I enjoy building things and playing the
piano, which I love to share through music. I am focused on personal and academic growth, staying
disciplined, and making the most of the opportunities available to me. -Maximo Mancilla Miranda

A Meaningful 2025 Advent and Christmas at St. Peter’s

Advent Worship:
Lessons and Carols - Sunday, December 14th
This unique liturgy will feature pre-Christmas readings and hymns during the 10 a.m.
worship.

Blue Christmas (Taize) - Tuesday, December 16th at 7 p.m.
A gentle prayer service of care and reflection for those experiencing mourning, loss, or
emotional pain during this holiday season with quiet Taizé chants.

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve: Pageant and Eucharist 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Choral Eucharist: begins with music at 8:30 p.m. followed by the service at 9 p.m.
Christmas Day: Thursday, Dec. 25
A quiet 10 a.m. service with pre-recorded music and Eucharist.
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Other Advent Activities:

Christmas Poinsettias
Poinsettias are given to the glory of God and oftered in memory of or in thanksgiving for
loved ones each year. After Christmas, the plants are distributed to homebound parishioners.
It you would like to make a contribution for poinsettias, please fill out an altar flower form
located outside of the chapel and place it in Charlese Freeman’s mailbox. The suggested
donation is $30.

Christmas Card Box
The Christmas Card Exchange box and tray will be across from the St. Philip’s Chapel right
outside the sanctuary this year. In this annual tradition, members drop off cards for one
another to be picked up at church. By doing this, we are able to save on postage! All donations
collected in the box will go toward the Guatemala Education Scholarship Fund. Cards will be
available to pick up each week. Even if' you choose not to participate in this exchange, please
check the tray each week because you may receive cards.

Use the QR code below to learn more about all out Advent and Christmas Programing.

Worship Ministers
Presider: The Rev. Barbara Ballenger
Preacher: The Rev. Neli Miranda
Acolyte: Alyssa Clemens, Michael Colino, Eamon Ivory
Lectors: Joani Harkinson, Bridget Burless
Intercessor: Tim Flaherty
Eucharistic Ministers: Audrey Kipphut, Deborah Way
Ushers: Bill Bacon, Anne Gibson, Amy Huang, Keirstin Sibley
Counter: John Klarman
Folk Group: Debbie DeKalb, Bob Felice, Jeanné Hannum, Donna Kulp, Jenna Linke, Kristina
Marchuk, Debbie Panebianco, Bridget Burless, Mike & Terita Reeve
Vestry Steward: Matt Torpey
Bell Ringer: Bill Bacon
Altar Guild: Wendy Hartung
Welcomer: Donna Evans
Music Director: Sam Faust
Tech Team: Mike Levin, James Moore
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Vestry
Beth Carlin: Elizabeth.mcdonald90o@gmail.com
Debbie DeKalb: sojourner_44@yahoo.com
Ernie Dixon: marzelldixon@me.com (Accounting Warden)
Mark Evans: MarkCarverEvans@gmail.com
Julia Guerrero: juliaAguerrero@gmail.com
Amy Huang: amyh120@yahoo.com
Audrey Kipphut: ajkipphut@verizon.net (People’s Warden)
Dave Mosteller: davemos2010@gmail.com (Rector’s Warden)
John Olson: john.olson@yvillanova.edu
Douglas Pneuma: douglas.pneuma@gmail.com
Terita Reeve: teritar1005@gmail.com
Chris Teleha: chris.teleha@gmail.com
Matt Torpey: mtorpey79(@gmail.com

Staff
The Rev. Barbara Ballenger (Rector) stpeter654rector@gmail.com
The Rev. Bob Smith (Deacon) rjsmith3636(@gmail.com
Charlese Freeman (Communications Administrator) stpeter654(@gmail.com
Jeanné F. Hannum (Interim Admin Assistant) stpeter654@gmail.com
Tim Valera (Caretaker) timvalera@gmail.com
Sam Faust (Music Director) stzpianolessons@outlook.com
Kathy Flaherty (Bell Choir Director) stpeter654music@gmail.com
Kristina Marchuk (Parish Nurse) Kmarchuk923@gmail.com

The cover image is by Fuchur from OpenClipart, used with permission
Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-719834. All
rights reserved. Used with permission. Hymn permissions by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license

Jfor congregational use.

Art on page 17 is from Stushie Art, used with permission
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