
St. Peter’s Church Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 26, 2020 

  

Call to Order and Opening Prayer 

□  11:04 The meeting was called to order by Rev. Emily Richards.  The new AED was pointed 

out to the congregation.  Emily offered the devotion. Her Sermon is attached. 

Appointment of the Secretary of the Meeting 

11:05 Debbie DeKalb was appointed Secretary of the Meeting and her years of Vestry 

service were acknowledged. 

Minutes of the 2018 Meeting 

11:06 The minutes were reviewed by the congregation. The motion to approve was offered 

by Matt Moore, Melissa Olson seconded. 

Report of the Nominating Committee Matt Moore 

11:07 The candidates were presented by Matt Moore. As this was a non-contested vote, Rick 

Pearce moved and John Olson seconded that the election be by voice vote, acclamation. The 

candidates were unanimously approved. 

The Candidates for Vestry: Jim Callahan, Daniel Kelly, Debbie Panebianco, Alex Stevers-Radtke 

The Lay Deputies to the Diocesan Convention: Jenna Linke, Laurel Mosteller, BJ Wanlund 

The Convention Alternates: Connie Clinefelter, Bob Hartung, Carol Lorentz-Burnett 

The Delegates to Montgomery Deanery: Rob DeKalb, Charlie Hannum, Warren Wanlund 

The Alternate Delegate to the Deanery: Calvin Haas 

The 2020 Nominating Committee: Matt Moore, Chair, Sherry Butterworth, Connie Clinefelter*, 

Debbie DeKalb*, Lisa Donahue* 

* Outgoing Vestry Members 

 

□ 11:11 Rector’s Report Emily Richards 

Emily formally acknowledged the outstanding service of our part-time support staff. Music 

Minister, Joyce Chen, Kathy Flaherty as her backup and Bell Choir leader and also Helen Collins, 

our interim Children & Youth Ministry. Helen has accepted the position on a permanent basis! 

Laura, who will be working 20 hrs a month (3 Sundays, 3 Wednesdays/month, as well as helping 

Emily lead the Wednesday prayer service and doing pastoral visits. Tim Valera, in his 8th year of 

service, who works more hours than anyone realizes, and last (but certainly not least) Patty 

McDonough, who wears an awful lot of hats, managed to fill every inch of our rentable space and 

still was able to pull together the Annual Report Booklet in plenty of time for this meeting. Emily 

expressed her deep and heartfelt recognition and appreciation for their contributions and support. 

Emily shared the wonderful news that she has been elected to serve the Diocese of PA at the next 

General Convention in Baltimore. In addition, she shared that Bishop Gutierrez has asked Emily 

to accompany him on his March pilgrimage to the Holy Land 3/12 – 3/25/2020! Emily will 

especially be called to the Princess Basma Inclusive School in Jerusalem, which is a school and 

rehab center for children with disabilities. Laura also will begin to establish a partnership between  



C.H.O.P. and this school. Pat Sampson will be part of this group as well. Emily shared a video 

about the school and rehab center. 

□ 11:25 Accounting Warden’s report   Bob Hartung 

The details of the year’s accounting report are attached. The deficit has been further reduced. 

Many efforts are being made to shore up our resources and ensure a balanced budget. The vital 

contributions of Patty McDonough, Property Manager and Carole DeKalb, Finance Chair, were 

gratefully acknowledged. Questions from the floor were entertained. The line item for Fundraisers 

was brought up. It reflects a new approach to fundraising that the Vestry has recently approved, and 

which will be detailed in the People’s Warden’s report. The potential costs related to an elevator 

were brought up, and the approximately $100,000 installation cost, and the cost of the upkeep (about 

$5000/year) was disclosed. The question was raised about possibly having some kind of Fundraiser 

to cover the costs, it is being entertained. A question pertaining to sustainability and reducing our 

expenses (specifically solar energy) was raised, and that, too, will be covered in the People’s 

Warden’s report. Grants and the Nursery Budget numbers were mentioned, grants are being 

investigated and the Nursery Care will be done on a volunteer basis going forward. The difference 

between a full Elevator and a “lift” is being looked into, no further information is available at this 

time. Transferring monies from “Gifted Items” into other accounts was brought up. The answer 

revolves around funds donated for specific purposes that are being transferred into the appropriately 

designated accounts. The Energy Fund purpose and direction was clarified.  

□11:55 Minister of Music Report Joyce Chen 

Joyce has been setting up the Choir Room for rehearsals and the electronic management of the 

Indexed Music (nearly 300 songs). She expressed appreciation for Alex de Reuter and Allyson Masson 

(Tenor and Soprano section leaders, respectively), for Kathy (Bell Choir) and Tim (standing in when 

Joyce is not available) Flaherty, for Carol Lorenz Burnett’s management of the Music Library, for 

Dave Mosteller’s contributions and finally for Barb Sibley and Connie Clinefelter, two recently 

retired, long-standing choir members for their many years of service. <Did I leave someone out??>

   

 

□ 12:03 Rector’s Warden Report Charlie Hannum 

A written copy of Charlie’s report is attached. Charlie added that the ongoing process of joining 

the Congregation of St. Philips-in-the-Fields to St Peter’s is thriving. Charlie also added that there 

will be more Safe Space Training. The Emergency Instructions have recently been posted on the 

Bulletin Board in the Parish Hall, with the AED, and also with the First Aid Kits. He reminded 

everyone to read (or re-read) the Annual Report Booklet, there is much to be learned. 

 

□ 12:07 People’s Warden Report/Property Liaison Report Lisa Donahue 

A written copy of Lisa’s report is attached. Lisa thanked the congregation for their support 

during her tenure as Property Chair. Elevator: We will continue to explore options to make an 

elevator a part of St Peter’s to make the downstairs more accessible. We have been and will continue 

to apply for grants to support this considerable effort. The people’s ideas are welcomed! We had 

looked into Solar, and this is still an ongoing effort. Primary concern was to make the roof safe and 

secure; now more work can be done to look into this. Fundraising was not included in the written 

report, the policy was very recently finalized. We are making an effort to use better accounting 

practices and be more transparent with incoming and outgoing monies. Recordkeeping of various 

fundraisers will be clearer going forward, hopefully there will be more in the future. There is now a 



simple application form to be completed and submitted to the Vestry to clarify use and monies, and 

after the event, there is now a form to be completed to assure a clear accounting of all the income 

and expenses incurred. The forms will soon be available on the Website, in addition to being 

available internally. This process is not part of Patty’s duties as Property Manager! A suggestion 

was made to rent a stair chair until an elevator can come to fruition, but that would only be an 

alternative for use by ambulatory congregants and guests, not ones in wheelchairs. Emily asked the 

congregation for their assistance in putting together our next path forward towards finding a solution 

to this. There is still much work to be done! A concern with putting website information on outreach 

paperwork and the website which causes an influx of calls to the church (which then further burdens 

Patty) was raised. This is a known issue and not necessarily one that can be resolved simply by 

including contact information for the individual events. 

□ 12:26 Children’s & Youth Ministries Report Helen Collins 

The written report is attached. Helen outlined a Service Project to be done during Lent. A food 

collection, in coordination with the Interfaith Food Cupboard, will be undertaken. There will be a 

drive-up food collection on 3/28. Emily added that there is a change to the Rite 13 process. They will 

meet 6 times at the Rectory. The process will follow the Baptismal Covenant; Classes, 

Worship/Participation and finally Outreach to the community. Each candidate is choosing a different 

ministry to study and report back to the group. Dave Mosteller, Julie Reece and Meredith Flaherty, 

as youth leaders, will need our prayer and support. The ceremony will be in May. 

 

□ 12:30  Acknowledging outgoing Vestry Members and Outstanding Service to the Parish 

Emily expressed her gratitude for the outgoing Vestry Members and their many areas of service: 

Connie Clinefelter, Lisa Donahue, Matt Moore and Debbie DeKalb. Eileen Dooley was gratefully 

acknowledged for her faithful service as Hospitality Chair. Finally, Emily brought forth the names of  

members who joined the saints this year:  Fred Smith, John Butterworth, Tim McDermott, Fred 

Hartung, and Frank Toia were thanked. 

Lord’s Prayer and Dismissal 

□ 12:34 Meeting adjourned following the Lord’s Prayer and Dismissal. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie DeKalb, Vestry Secretary 
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